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Chariho School Committee Meeting 

Budget Workshop - January 22, 2015 
 
Committee Members Present: Chair Craig Louzon, George Abbott, Ronald Areglado, Donna 
Chambers, William Day, Lisa Macaruso, Kevin McGreevy and Georgia Ure.  Absent:  Vice Chair 
Sylvia Stanley, Stephen Huzyk and Keven Miller. 
 
Also in attendance:  Superintendent Barry Ricci, Assistant Superintendent Jane Daly, Human 
Resources Administrator Susan Rogers, Administrative Assistant to the Director of Administration and 
Finance Lisa Fiorio, Parent Liaison Catherine Giusti and School Committee Clerk Donna 
Sieczkiewicz. 
 
I.    Meeting Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Silent Meditation 
Chair Louzon called the meeting of the Chariho School Committee, which was held in the Chariho 
Middle School Library, to order at 6:00 PM.   The Pledge of Allegiance was followed by a moment of 
silent meditation. 
 
II.  Budget Workshop 
Superintendent Ricci reviewed Budget Update #3.  Information received from Kingston Hill revealed 
that of the 28 applicants on the waiting list from Chariho, 7 were accepted (21 were not) which could 
result in increased tuition expenses next year.  Keven Miller questioned, at the last meeting, increases 
in supplies so a breakdown is included in the packet.  Also included in the packet was information 
pertaining to the Maintenance of Effort number that was requested by Tom Buck at the Omnibus 
Meeting.  The District is $773,010 under the maintenance of effort level according to the calculation 
template provided by RIDE.   
 
III.  Adjustments to Superintendent’s Proposed Budget 
The Superintendent recommended that the Committee add $53,745 to the Charter School tuition line 
for five additional seats at Kingston Hill.  Ron asked how the Superintendent determined the number 
to be five to which Barry replied that it was a quesstimate.  He looked at the grades of the students on 
the waiting list.  Georgia commented that she did not think there would be any issues next year as she 
heard that Kingston Hill has to build buildings to be able to add to its population.  Superintendent Ricci 
stated that he was informed that Kingston Hill was planning to phase in the increased enrollment and 
that all they plan to do is add a small addition.  Lisa asked if KHA was bound to the same state aid 
moratorium as public schools to which the Superintendent responded that they are but they are 
feeling that this will be lifted.  Donna noted that KHA has pushed hard to get this through so she thinks 
they will move quick to accommodate the increased enrollment.  She asked if the Superintendent has 
any idea of the number of families that have “automatic” seats next year to which he replied “no”.  
Once they get in, a student usually stays until grade 5.   Chair Louzon shared his concern that they 
could end up with ten additional seats.  He feels the District needs to be prepared and if the money 
isn’t used, it would just go back into surplus.   
 
Ronald Areglado made a motion, seconded by Donna Chambers and it was 
VOTED:  To increase the Superintendent’s budget by $53,745 and add this amount to the Charter 
School tuition line for five additional seats at Kingston Hill Academy.  In favor:  Abbott, Areglado, 
Chambers, Day, Louzon and Macaruso.  Opposed:  McGreevy and Ure.  The motion carried by a vote 
of 6 in favor with 2 opposed. 
 
Chair Louzon asked if there were any more adjustments to the Superintendent’s proposed budget.  
Superintendent Ricci stated that he knows the intent was to keep Richmond at level funding so he is 
asking permission to go back and look through the budget to see if he can find any more funds that 
can be reduced to offset the increase that was approved this evening.  Donna noted that she did not 
have an issue with this so long as it does not impact education.  Georgia commented that they might 
want to talk to the other towns as she feels they are “killing the goose that lays the golden egg.”  
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People are still losing their homes and she feels that more cuts should be made.  George added that 
pretty soon the District won’t be able to drive school buses on the roads in Hopkinton because they 
are in need of repair.  This is all he has to say.   As there were no more comments or motions, Chair 
Louzon asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 
IV.  Adjournment 
Ronald Areglado made a motion, seconded by Kevin McGreevy and it was 
VOTED:  To adjourn at 6:14 PM.  In favor:  Unanimous. 
 
 
       ________________________________________ 
            Donna J. Sieczkiewicz, Clerk 


