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What Is PARCC? 

The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers: 

 22 States 

 Developing common, high-quality  
math and English language arts                                 (ELA) tests 
for grades 3–11 

Computer-based and aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards for what students need to know for college and 
careers 

 For use starting in the 2014–15 school year 
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PARCC States 



Why New Assessments Now? 

By the year 2020, 65% of all jobs will require some postsecondary 
education or training.   

To ensure future economic sustainability, we must prepare all 
students to access postsecondary opportunities: 
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1/3 of 

college 
freshmen 
need remedial 
courses 

 The PARCC assessment system will 
impact 23 million students.  9 million of 
these students attend Title I schools. 

   

 Our K–12 system is not 
adequately preparing 
students for college 

 CCSS and PARCC have potential to 
substantially improve educational equity, 
postsecondary opportunity, and 
economic mobility if implemented with 
fidelity by K-12 and embraced by 
postsecondary institutions.   



PARCC Priorities 
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1. Determine whether students are college and career 
ready or on track 

2. Aligned to the Common Core State Standards  
3. Measure the full range of student performance, 

including that of high- and low-achieving students 
4. Provide educators with timely data 
5. Create innovative 21st century, technology-based 

assessments 
6. Be affordable and sustainable  
7. Provide comparable data from school-to-school and 

state-to-state 



Assessments 
ELA/Literacy and Mathematics, Grades 3–11 
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Beginning of 
School Year 

End of  
School Year 

Diagnostic 
Assessment 

  Mid-Year 
Assessment 

Performance-
Based 

Assessment 

End-of-Year  
Assessment 

  Speaking and 
Listening 

Assessment 

Optional Required 

Key: 

Flexible administration 



What PARCC Tells Us About 
Students in ELA/Literacy 
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In ELA/Literacy, you will know:         

• Whether students can read and comprehend 
texts of varying complexities 

• How well students can integrate information 
across sources to make a persuasive argument 

• The degree to which students can use context 
to determine the meaning of academic 
vocabulary 



What PARCC Tells Us About 
Students in Mathematics 
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 In math, you will know: 

• Whether students understand and can use 
important math ideas, including number sense, 
algebraic thinking, geometry, and analyzing 
data 

• The extent to which students can use math 
facts and reasoning skills to solve real-world 
problems 

• How well students can make math arguments 



• An assessment system developed by states for the states: 

– Item development and quality assurance 

– Governance  

– State engagement 

 

• On-the-ground state engagement helping PARCC “take root”: 

– Educator Leader Cadres 

– Higher Education Leaders 

 

• PARCC Non-Profit 

– The foundation for continuing state leadership and state 
implementation of PARCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision for Sustainability  
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State Led Design and Development  
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PARCC 
Assessments 

developed by the 
states for the states 

State educator 
and content 
expert test 

development 

State developed 
college-ready  

standards  

State led 
engagement 

process: HE and  
K12 

State-
developed 

CCRD and on-
track 

measures 

Educators in the PARCC consortium can trust that test 
items reflect the Common Core State Standards and 
the quality expectations of teachers in their states 



• State Teams: Building local capacity to sustain implementation  

• 24 members per state totaling almost 600 across PARCC States 

– Members include: K-16 educators and district-level administrators 

– Provided with training and tools to understand, support and own the 
implementation of the CCSS and PARCC assessments 

• Models of State Engagement: 

– New Mexico: Classroom and district level ELCs have presented at over 75 
functions, events or trainings to date. 

– Louisiana:  Expanded ELC teams locally by training and placing PARCC and 
CCSS advocates in every state school—bringing the number of ELC 
members to almost 2,000 across the state. 

• Building Collaboration with Other Teacher Networks 

– iTunes University 

– Others in discussion…. 

 

 

Taking Root: Educator Leader Cadres 
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• Through state level engagement efforts, almost 800 state 
postsecondary institutions and systems have been involved in the 
development of the PARCC assessment 

• PARCC ACCR and Higher Education Leadership Team played integral 
role in defining and adopting the College and Career Readiness 
Determination for placement into entry-level, college-credit bearing 
courses 

• Role going forward: 
– Continue to build awareness of postsecondary role in PARCC 

– Develop K-12-postsecondary partnerships and governance plans for using the 
PARCC assessments for placement 

– Approve and participate in the standard setting and long-term validations 
processes 

– Engage higher education in supporting full implementation of the CCSS and 
PARCC assessments 

 

Taking Root: Higher Education 
Engagement 
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• PARCC research strategy is to collect evidence to inform, establish, and evaluate the 
success of methods, practices and processes to ensure that necessary conditions 
and outcomes are satisfied to ensure the assessment system is implemented with 
fidelity.  

• Standard-setting will take place after first operational year – Summer 2015 

• To set college-ready performance standards on the high school assessments, PARCC 
will use evidence from research such as: 

—Concurrent validity studies  

• Compare performance on PARCC with ACT/SAT/COMPASS/Accuplacer 

—Predictive validity studies 

• Connect success of students on PARCC to performance in first-year courses  

—Judgment studies  

• Rate importance of CCSS standards and test items in comparison with first-year 
course content 

—Alignment studies 

• Examine relationship between first course content and content PARCC measures 

Research Strategy for Validating College 
and Career Readiness Determination 
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The following statement was approved for use to inform standard-setting 
(determining cut scores for PARCC performance levels) and to conduct future 
studies to validate the efficacy of the CCR Determinations. 
 

– Students who earn a PARCC College- and Career-Ready Determination by 
performing at a Level 4 in Mathematics and enroll in College Algebra, 
Introductory Statistics, and technical courses requiring an equivalent level 
of mathematics have approximately a 0.75 probability of earning college 
credit by attaining at least a grade of C or its equivalent in those courses. 

– Students who earn a PARCC College- and Career-Ready Determination by 
performing at a Level 4 in ELA/literacy and enroll in College English 
Composition, Literature, and technical courses requiring college-level 
reading and writing have approximately a 0.75 probability of earning 
college credit by attaining at least a grade of C or its equivalent in those 
courses. 

 

Standard-Setting/Validation Studies 
of the CCRD 
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Establishing the PARCC Non-Profit 

• In March, PARCC established a new PARCC non-
profit organization 
– Before this step, PARCC was consortium of states with no 

official legal status 

– Under its new non-profit status, PARCC will become its own 
legal entity as a 501(c)(3)  

• Launching the non-profit is the first step in the process 
to ensuring the PARCC assessment system and 
consortium can be sustained in the long term 

• The transition to the non-profit will occur gradually 
over the next 12-15 months 

• PARCC states will continue to lead the work of PARCC 
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Next Steps for Standing Up the 
PARCC Non-Profit 

• McKinsey & Company worked with PARCC to develop 
options for organizational mission, vision, governance and 
staffing. 

• Using that starting point, the PARCC Governing Board will 
finalize over the next few months the mission and vision 
for the organization, the set of services that PARCC non-
profit will provide to states, the governance model, and 
staffing plan. 
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• Long-term vision of PARCC will include agreement on: 

 

 

Long-Term Vision for PARCC & Its 
Core Set of Services  
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• Organizational mission, vision and value proposition 

• Core set of services PARCC will provide to member states 

• Incremental or optional sets of services for member states 

• Governance structure for PARCC non-profit 

• How advisory structure will bring state and national expertise to bear 

• How states will procure/purchase core and incremental services from PARCC 

• Staffing structure for PARCC non-profit 

• Funding model for PARCC non-profit 



 
June 2013 

 

www.PARCConline.org 
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http://www.parcconline.org/

