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BESE Meets at UNO and 
Tours New Orleans Schools 
(See more photos on page 9)

The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(BESE) travelled to New Orleans Tuesday, September 18,  
to tour three schools.   The first stop on the tour was Mary 
Bethune Elementary Literature and Technology School.  
It’s an Orleans Parish school that had to be renovated 
after Hurricane Katrina.  Board members were greeted  
and escorted througout the school by members of  the 
student service organization called The Gentlemen of 
Distinction.  Principal  Mary Haynes Smith said she is  
proud of the school and the students and that Bethune 
is a bringing many people back to the Hollygrove area.  

The tour then moved to Thurgood Marshall Middle 
School which houses the Capdau Early College 
High School and Langston Hughes Charter Schools.  
Principals Shannon Verrett (Capdau) and John Alford 
(Langston Hughes) said they couldn’t be happier with 
their location, school renovations, and the technology 
that’s available to all of the students.   The final stop was 
at Fannie C. Williams Elementary School in New Orleans 
East.   Board members were able to get an up close look at 
the modular facilities. Principal Kelly Baptiste took board 
members to several classrooms where teachers and 
students were using the new Smart Boards.   Everyone 
was impressed by what they saw and have high hopes 
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for this school year.   Following the tour, Board members 
met as a Committee of the Whole at  the Lindy Boggs 
International Conference Center on the campus of UNO.   
The Board  resumed its regular meetings on  Wednesday 
and Thursday in Baton Rouge. 
  

Superintendent Pastorek Announces 
Locations for 5 New & Renovated 
Schools in  New Orleans

State Superintendent of Education Paul Pastorek has 
announced that construction will begin by the end 
of this year that will result in new or as-good-as-new 
schools: Langston Hughes Elementary, Andrew Wilson 
Elementary, L.B. Landry High School, Fannie C. Williams 
Elementary and Lake Area, which was previously a 
middle school and will be re-opened as a high school. 
 
These new schools – one in each of the City’s five Council 
districts – were severely damaged by a combination of 
Hurricane Katrina and years of deferred maintenance. 
Hughes, Landry and Lake Area will be replaced by newly 
constructed buildings; Wilson and Williams will undergo 
a major renovation to “as good as new” condition. 
 
They were selected as part of the Quick Start process 
announced by Superintendent Pastorek less than two 
months ago. This process included meetings with 
committees of community residents, organized with 
the assistance of the City Council, to agree on a series of 
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criteria that would inform the decision-making process. 
Members of the public and community organizations 
were then invited to submit proposals for new schools, 
which were reviewed by the Superintendent and his 
team along with other information they gathered. 
 
“This marks a major milestone for the public school 
system and the City of New Orleans,” said Superintendent 
Pastorek. “For years, people have commented on the 
unacceptable physical condition of our schools. For 
years, they have continued to deteriorate. This year, 
we have begun renovating schools to a much higher 
standard, and now we will break ground on new schools 
by the end of this year. We want these schools to stand 
as a symbol of the value we place on our children and 
their education – and as a symbol of what’s possible for 
the future of our city. 
 
“These Quick Start schools are only a first wave. The 
Master Planning Process is already beginning, and the 
community will be heavily engaged in that process. 
We received proposals from the community for 17 
locations. While we could only move forward with a 
limited number in advance while the overall Master Plan 
is being completed, every one of these proposals will be 
considered as part of that process – and they may very 
well be part of the next wave of new construction. 
 
“My goal was to identify a handful of sites where we know 
we are going to need schools and where the economics 
and FEMA reimbursement formulas allow us to build 
new schools. We don’t have to wait for the completion 
of a master plan to begin. We can start now.” 
 
Recovery School District Superintendent Paul Vallas 
said, “We are serious about turning this school system 
around, and as part of that, we are creating learning 
environments that are on par with the kind of schools 
suburban districts and more affluent communities have. 
We will have schools with technology and with teachers 
trained to use superior curriculum models. We expect 
to be making progress immediately, but we must look 
toward the future and ensure that we have facilities 
that we can be proud of. This Quick Start campaign is 

a very important step, and I look forward to welcoming 
students into these new schools in 2009.” 
All five schools that were selected are in rebounding 
communities with growing populations that are in need 
of schools for children who live there. All these projects 
will be paid for with FEMA funds. In addition to funding 
issues and the anticipated growth of communities and 
their need for schools, Superintendent Pastorek also 
considered factors such as the historic significance 
of the sites and the level of community support they 
received. 
 
Superintendent Pastorek expressed his appreciation to 
everyone in the community who participated, including 
the City Council, the Orleans Parish School Board, 
the Louisiana Recovery Authority and its executive 
director, Andy Kopplin, Dr. Ed Blakely, and all those who 
participated on committees or worked on proposals. 
He also pointed to the support and assistance of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
and Director Jim Stark, who has been instrumental in 
developing funding formulas for these schools, the 
Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness (GOHSEP) and its Director, Jeff Smith, as 
well as Chairman Donald Powell, Federal Coordinator of 
Gulf Coast Rebuilding. 

Members of the Orleans Parish School Board were also 
on hand for the press conference to announce that the 
demolition of Hynes Elementary School is underway and 
a new facility is currently being designed.  It will serve 
more than 400 students at its new Lakeview campus.  

RSD Teachers Participate in 
Weightless Flights of Discovery Program

On August 30, 2007,  the Northrop Grumman Foundation 
launched 57 teachers and college students from New 
Orleans and Mississippi into weightlessness as part of 
the Northrop Grumman Foundation Weightless Flights 
of Discovery Program. The goal is to inspire and prepare 
the next generation of scientists, mathematicians and 
engineers — critical areas where the U.S. has fallen 
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behind globally. Two RSD teachers from Drew Elementary 
were among the educators on the flight, Lea Tolhorst 
(math coach), and Kathryn Zansler (special education). 
The flights gave teachers and the community-at-large an 
inspirational opportunity just as New Orleans marked its 
second anniversary following Hurricane Katrina. In the 
true spirit of New Orleans, the teachers used everything 
from feather boas to cheerleader pom-poms and super-
hero capes to decorate their flight suits and to use as 
props for their in-flight experiments. 

The Northrop Grumman Foundation Weightless Flights 
of Discovery is an innovative hands-on training program 
that gives teachers an “out-of-this-world” experience 
as a way to help them inspire their students to pursue 
careers in science, technology, engineering and math. 
Area teachers prepared for the zero-gravity flights 
this summer by attending workshops and designing 
experiments to execute while in zero-gravity in order 
to test Newton’s Laws of Motion. Following the flights, 
the teachers will bring their in-flight experiences,  
enthusiasm, and videotaped experiments into the 
classroom, where they will be integrated into lesson 
plans. 

Truancy Center Opens Ahead of Schedule

In a move that demonstrates that missing school will 
not be tolerated, the Recovery School District opened a 
new truancy center two weeks ahead of schedule. “We 
don’t want to wait until January or February to start 
cracking down on truancy,” said Superintendent Paul 
Vallas.  “And it doesn’t matter if the child attends an RSD 
school, OPSB, charter or Archdiocese school. Any child 
not in school during the school hours will be picked 
up,” said Vallas. 

The truancy center opened Monday, September 10, with 
10 officers and additional eight other staff members, 
including a social worker and counselor in the Recovery 
School District and intervention and youth advocates 
from the Orleans Parish Juvenile Court.  The plan is to 
hire another 25 officers this month. Many of the truancy 
officers are parents of public school students who were 
hired to help with registration. The center is located on 
the third floor of an Orleans Parish Criminal Sheriff’s 
Office building and will operate from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 
The community can also anonymously report truancy 
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by calling the district at 1 (877) 343-4773.  Children 
who are not in school will be picked up and taken to 
the truancy center.  Those who do not have a history 
of truancy problems will then be taken to their school.  
However, those students with chronic truancy problems 
must be picked up, by a parent or guardian from the 
center.  If no one shows up, the child will be taken to the 
Juvenile Bureau.  Superintendent Vallas, Orleans Parish 
Juvenile Court Chief Judge David Bell and Municipal 
Court Judge Paul Sens have sent letters to parents, 
stressing the importance of attending school and 
outlining the consequences. 

Superintendent Paul Pastorek Recognizes 
Contractors Who Participated in the 
Successful Opening of Schools

With a total of 80 public schools now open in New 
Orleans, serving approximately 34,000 children, State 
Superintendent of Education Paul G. Pastorek gathered 
everyone responsible for the successful rebuilding 
of schools for a ceremony at Thurgood Marshall 
Middle School to mark the important milestone in the 
turnaround of the school system. 
 
Recovery School District-operated schools total 61; 
27 are charters, and 34 are operated by the Recovery 
School District (RSD). Orleans Parish School Board 
(OSPB) schools total 17 in number, with 12 charters as 
well as two BESE charter schools. 
 

To-date, 13,500 students are enrolled in the RSD-
operated schools, with 10,800 in RSD charters and 9,900 
in OPSB schools, both charter as well as non-charter. 
 
“This is only a beginning, but a number of important 
things have happened,” said Pastorek. Today in New 
Orleans, there is a school for every child – a school with 
small class sizes, computers, books and supplies, clean 
and dignified restrooms, and hot meals. And there is a 
sufficient number of teachers to keep class sizes small 
throughout the year. 
 
“Clearly, this ‘Phase 1’ includes some schools that 
will need to be replaced over time – including some 
buildings that have suffered from a lack of maintenance 
for many years, as well as the modular schools, which 
are clearly only temporary solutions. 
 
“This month, I will announce the locations of five new 
schools – the first new schools to be built in New 
Orleans in years – and we will begin construction on 
those schools by the end of the year. And of course, the 
Master Planning process has begun, which will lead to 
an overhaul of our facilities. 
 
“For now, though, I think it’s important to recognize the 
achievements of some of the people in this room. No 
one who was not involved in the rebuilding process over 
the past few months can truly appreciate the enormous 

Press conference recognizing the contractors
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effort required and the contributions that the individuals 
and companies gathered here today have made. 
 “Getting to this point was no easy feat. Some of our 
greatest challenges included time, weather, equipment, 
and manpower. There was never a shortage of challenges 
to overcome, but we could not give up because of what 
was at stake – the educational future of our children.” 
 
In addition to the contractors, the RSD had the assistance 
of a team of National Guardsmen, led by Major Rodney 
Painting. The contractors include Alvarez & Marsal; 
CSRS, HOV Services (Meridian Consulting Group); 
Satterfield and Pontikes Construction Group; Associated 
Contractors; Home Solutions of America; Construction 
Masters; Catastrophe Services International; BMS CAT; 
Williams Scotsman; M Space Holdings; Linfield Hunter 
and Junius; Arrighi Simoneaux; the State Fire Marshal; 
Entergy; Jacobs Engineering; Sodexho; Atlas Metal; 
and Louisiana School Equipment.  It should also be 
noted that numerous sub-contractors were involved in 
readying the facilities as well. 
 
“It is especially meaningful that Louisiana companies 
have been involved in bringing our schools back,” said 
Pastorek. 
 
In addition to opening the additional schools that 
were needed, the Recovery School District launched an 
aggressive initiative to have adequate school kitchens 
and restrooms ready for the beginning of the school year. 
Food will be prepared in the central kitchens, which will 
supply hot lunches to satellite school kitchens that are 
still in the process of being renovated. All RSD schools 
will provide hot lunches to students, and all kitchens are 
equipped to serve the prepared meals. 
 
Restrooms were also a top priority for the RSD.  
“Students have a right to expect clean, private, and 
humane restrooms in school,” said Pastorek. The Baton 
Rouge-based firm, Arrighi Simoneaux, led the effort 
to upgrade hundreds of restrooms in more than 20 
schools, providing students with clean, freshly painted, 
fully stocked, ventilated bathrooms with private stalls. 
 

The restroom and kitchen renovation plans were based 
on extensive evaluation of all RSD school facilities by 
a team that included engineers from the Louisiana 
National Guard as well as other facilities consultants. 
 
“All who have worked to ready schools for this school 
year deserve to be recognized and honored for their 
hard work,” said Pastorek. 
 
The following entities were instrumental in making 
the Recovery School District-operated schools fully 
operational for the 2007-2008 school year: 
 
Alvarez & Marsal (A&M) – New York-based professional 
services firm acting as program managers for renovation 
and modular construction projects. 
 
Arrighi Simoneaux, LLC – Baton Rouge-based 
commercial construction firm providing site-work 
services in preparation for the receipt of nine modular 
campuses. Arrighi constructed the pads, involving 
substantial earthwork, including the transportation 
and delivery of thousands of tons of rock and limestone. 
Arrighi also laid miles of conduit and piping for the 
drainage systems, electrical and plumbing hook-
ups, and IT and communications infrastructure. The 
company also performed renovations to more than 
400 restrooms in 25 schools. 
 
Atlas Metal – Atlas Metal, a leading manufacturer of 
food-serving equipment, provided 80-90 food service 
units for the RSD schools in record time. The cafeteria 
modular systems include units to serve hot and cold 
food as well as utility and cashier counters. 
 
BMS Catastrophe (BMS CAT) – BMS CAT removed and 
disposed of storm-damaged equipment and content 
from over 50 schools in less than a 4 month time 
period. 
 
Catastrophe Services, Inc. – CSI served as the General 
Contractor overseeing the restoration of Thurgood 
Marshall Middle School. In just 90 days, CSI achieved 
what looked like the impossible, entirely restoring the 



RECOVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT UPDATE

Rebuilding New Orleans through Education.

Page 6

90-year-old building. CSI’s achievements include the 
installation of a new roof, new electrical systems, new 
HVAC, and a new first floor. 
 
Construction Masters – Based in New Orleans, CMI 
served as the General Contractor for Gentilly Elementary 
and Schaumburg Elementary, restoring approximately 
100,000 square feet of space for the RSD. CMI provided 
new windows for the 90-year-old Gentilly school 
building, giving it a new life while also preserving the 
historic feel of the original architecture. CMI also rebuilt 
the heavily flood- and wind-damaged Schaumburg 
campus into a beautiful new school. Construction 
Masters is also involved in the renovations of six (6) full-
service central kitchens that will service hot meals for 
all the RSD schools.  
 
CSRS – Under the leadership of architect Curt 
Soderberg, the Baton Rouge-based firm, CSRS, has 
been instrumental in assisting with school renovations, 
modular campuses and the planning of a new welcome 
school. They have planned the “Quick Start” program 
which will jump-start the major renovations and or 
new construction of 5 schools in each council district 
by the end of the year and have secured all unoccupied 
school facilities. The firm is also assisting the facilitation 
of the new Master Plan, which is the long-term plan for 
future public schools in New Orleans. 
 
Entergy – Entergy was a critical partner, especially in 
regard to the modular campuses, in getting schools 
energized and fully operational. Entergy repeatedly 
answered the call to deliver and install the transformers 
and ancillary wiring necessary to energize the modular 
campuses. 
 
Home Solutions of America/Associated Contractors – 
This New Orleans-based subsidiary of Home Solutions of 
America, Associated Contractors, served as the General 
Contractor for Medard H. Nelson,  A.D. Crossman, and 
McDonough 28, helping renovate approximately 
140,000 square feet. The greatest of their achievements 
includes replacing all of the windows in both buildings 
at A.D. Crossman in just 45 days, helping to give the 

100-year-old building a much-needed face lift. 
 
HOV Services/Meridian Consulting Group – This 
is the Dallas-based construction manager that dealt 
with Entergy, the Louisiana State Fire Marshal, M Space 
Holdings, BMS CAT, Catastrophe Services, Construction 
Masters, Home Solutions of America, Satterfield and 
Pontikes, Williams Scotsman, Arrighi Simoneaux, and 
Linfield Hunter and Junius. Through its partnership 
with Alvarez & Marsal, Meridian managed hundreds of 
contractors and subcontractors and their corresponding 
schedules, successfully opening over 60 renovated 
school facilities and modular campuses. 
 
Jacobs Engineering – Jacobs has provided 
comprehensive oversight and tracking of all Recovery 
School District-related projects. Of primary importance 
for the opening of schools this year, Jacobs has led the 
effort in restoring the district’s ability to provide hot 
meals and clean, fully functional restrooms district-
wide for the entire student body. 
 
Linfield Hunter and Junius – The Metairie-based 
architectural firm provided architectural and 
engineering design services related to the site work for 
nine modular campuses, encompassing an aggregate 
of over 32 acres of land. 
 
Louisiana National Guard – A team of six members 
of the National Guard, led by Major Painting, acted as 
an in-house facilities department for the RSD. They 
oversaw a vast array of work, ensuring that obstacles 
were overcome, issues were dealt with, decisions were 
made, and projects moved forward. 
 
Louisiana School Equipment Company – Based in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana School Equipment also has 
offices in New Orleans, Lafayette, and Thibodaux. 
The company has been responsible for the delivery 
and installation of school furniture.  In addition, 
representatives have personally walked through each 
school with the principals to determine classroom set-
up and design.  Multiple crews have been working at 
multiple sites, overseeing the complete process to 
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ensure that schools received the correct furniture. 
 
Satterfield  and Pontikes Construction – This Louisiana-
based construction firm served as the General Contractor 
overseeing the restoration of Sylvanie Williams, Walter 
L. Cohen, B.T. Washington (Annex), and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Elementary. Over the last 10 months, they 
have reconstructed approximately 300,000 square 
feet, most notable of which being the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Campus, which took on 20 ft. of water and was 
effectively entirely renovated.  In addition to the many 
buildings, they brought in 40 electrical contractors at 
the last minute to get the job done.
 
Sodexho – Sodexho has been a strategic partner in 
providing kitchen equipment and coordinating the 
installation of the equipment district-wide to restore 
the district’s ability to serve hot meals. Sodexho will be 
responsible for providing food service and maintenance 
to all RSD-operated schools and some charters. 
Sodexho will also provide temperature-controlled vans 
to transport hot meals from the central kitchens to the 
satellite kitchens. 
 
Williams Scotsman – The Baltimore, Maryland-based 
company is a national leader in modular space solutions. 
It manufactured, delivered and installed nearly 1.3 
million square feet of school facilities, encompassing 
nine campuses. Williams Scotsman performed these 
activities for five campuses in just over four months, with 
the remainder to be completed in less than six months. 
 
Pastorek also expressed his appreciation to the State Fire 
Marshal’s office, and in particular, Jerry Melanson and 
Steve Gogreve, who inspected nearly 2 million square 
feet of school facilities, both renovated and modular, in 
advance of school opening. They were extremely flexible 
with their schedules and made their schedules open 24 
hours, 7 days a week to assist in the opening of schools. 
 
He also thanked FEMA, particularly Jim Stark; the 
Louisiana Recovery Authority and its executive director, 
Andy Kopplin; and the Governor’s Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Preparedness and its director, 

Jeff Smith. All have worked in partnership with the 
Department of Education and the Recovery School 
District to develop a funding stream that made these 
projects possible. 
 
“I am truly grateful for the hard work of everyone,” said 
Pastorek. “We all realize that there is still much work to 
be done, but what has been accomplished so far is a 
clear indication that when it comes to public education 
in New Orleans, a change is coming – a change for the 
better.” 

Murray Henderson Elementary 
Gets New KaBOOM! Playground 

Hundreds of volunteers from the Jewish Federation of 
Greater New Orleans, United Jewish Communities (UJC), 
organizers from KaBOOM! and residents of the Algiers
community joined forces on Sunday, Sept. 9, 2007 
to build a new playground at Murray Henderson 
Elementary School.  The design was based on drawings 
provided by Henderson students.   

The new playground is providing more than 250 
children at Henderson with a safe place to play. Prior 
to the KaBOOM! build, the school did not have a 

New playground ribbon cutting at Murray Henderson
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playground or gymnasium and had very limited space 
for the children to play. The United Jewish Communities, 
the Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans and the 
Jewish Federations of North America provided the 
funding to create the playground.  In addition, the 
Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans provided the 
volunteers to help with the building of the playground.  
This was the second playground built by KaBOOM! in 
partnership with United  Jewish Communities and the 
Jewish Federations of North America, and one of more 
than 200 playground construction projects across the 
country led by KaBOOM! this year. 

In addition to the great new playground, volunteers 
also landscaped, painted a mural, and built flower boxes 
and picnic tables. 

MERLOT Community Service Day 
at John Dibert

More than 40 members of MERLOT, Multimedia 
Educational Resource for Learning and Online 
Teaching organization, spent their community service 
day sprucing up John Dibert Elementary School.  It 
was part of the MERLOT International Conference 
held in early August.  The volunteers worked in two 
shifts, morning and afternoon, and spent the entire 
day cleaning and painting. MERLOT is a leading edge, 
user-centered, searchable collection of peer-reviewed, 
higher education, online learning materials created by 
registered members, and a set of faculty development 
support services. MERLOT’s vision is to be a premiere 
online community where faculty, staff, and students 
from around the world share their learning materials.

MERLOT volunteers!

Merlot volunteers at work 
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The Gentlemen of Distinction  greet members of BESE
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