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First Lady Laura Bush Awards 4 RSD Schools 
Library Grants

First Lady reads to students at Banneker Elementary

The Laura Bush foundation has awarded five RSD 
schools grants to boost their libraries. The awards, an-
nounced at a ceremony at Benjamin Banneker Elemen-
tary School on Friday, Nov. 2, were part of $610,000 in 
Gulf Coast School Library Recovery Initiative grants to 
14 schools in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama. 

Banneker, Murray Henderson and Sylvanie Williams el-
ementary schools will receive $50,000 grants; Walter L. 
Cohen High School and Harriet Tubman Charter School 
will receive $25,000 grants.

As a response to Mrs. Bush’s concern for the students 
of areas affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the 
Laura Bush Foundation established a special fund to 
help reestablish the book collections for school librar-
ies in the region. The 14 grantees announced on Friday 
are in addition to the 54 schools in the Gulf Coast that 
have received awards since the first grants were made 
in May 2006. 

The Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries was 
founded in 2002 as a fund of the community Founda-
tion for the National Capital Region. Since its inception, 
the Laura Bush Foundation has awarded more than 
$4.3 million to 897 schools in all 50 states, the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

November 2,2007

The grants are funded through generous donations 
to the endowment from individuals, corporations and 
foundations.

The mission of the Laura Bush foundation for America’s 
Libraries is to support the education of our nation’s 
children by providing funds to update, extend and 
diversify the book and print collections of America’s 

school libraries.

RSD Welcome School Opens Monday, 
November 5, 2007
Monday, November 5, 2007, is opening day for the Re-
covery School District Welcome School, a transitional 
school that new students in grades 6-12 will attend 
for a maximum of two weeks to receive assessments, 
screenings and other services before placement in 
their permanent schools. Also beginning Monday, Nov. 
5, all new student registration for the Recovery School 
District will take place at the Welcome School, which is 
located at 2237 Poydras Street.

 “The Welcome School is not a novel idea. Many dis-
tricts with large numbers of new students arriving 
each year set up welcome schools and welcome cen-
ters,” said RSD Superintendent Paul Vallas.

“The objective is quite clear. We felt it was important 
to set up a process to bring students in, evaluate them, 
get their records up-to-date and get them into the 
most appropriate school placement. It will be a very 
short-term evaluation and transitioning process, in a 
school setting with certified teachers.”

The Welcome School will provide students with ori-
entation services, instruction aligned to the district’s 
curriculum and the immediate learning needs of the 
students, evaluation and assessment services, well-be-
ing screenings and referral services for families.
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Since the school year began on September 4, 2007, 
the RSD has enrolled more than 2,000 new students, 
including 596 new students in October. With the addi-
tion of the Welcome School, the total number of RSD 
schools is now 61, including 27 charter schools.

Parents and guardians registering new RSD students 
should bring proof of address (such as a telephone or 
utility bill), their children’s Social Security card, birth 
certificate, immunization record, most recent report 
card and Individualized Education Program (IEP), if ap-
plicable. Individuals with questions can call the RSD 
Hotline at 1-877-343-4773 or registration department 

at 504-373-6200, ext. 20050

Visioning Conference Kicks-Off Planning of 
Future New Orleans Public Schools

Visioning Conference

The joint effort by the Recovery School District (RSD) 
and the Orleans Parish School Board (OPSB) to develop 
the Master Plan for the future development of public 
schools in Orleans Parish is well underway.  More than 
100 concerned residents, parents, teachers, principals 
and community members attended the very first plan-
ning session for Master Plan at Cohen High School on 
Saturday, October 27, 2007.

Participants were divided into small work groups and 
asked to answer a series of questions about how future 
schools could better serve communities and students.  
Their responses were recorded and will be used in de-
termining school designs and locations. 

The Master Plan process will be formally introduced to 
the public at a citywide meeting Saturday, November 
17, beginning at 10 a.m., at Warren Easton High School, 
3019 Canal Street.  The meeting will be the first of a 
series of public meetings designed to enlist the full at-
tention and involvement of parents and friends of the 
public schools.  The citywide meeting will be followed 
by five neighborhood meetings that will be held in vari-
ous communities throughout the city. These neighbor-
hood meetings will take place prior to the Christmas 
holiday season.  Following Mardi Gras, the process will 
reconvene, with ten additional neighborhood meet-
ings that will focus primarily on community consider-
ations for specific schools in the neighborhoods. 

“The Master Facilities Plan will determine the future 
development of public schools in Orleans Parish, and 
it is vital that all stakeholders, from parents to princi-
pals to community organizers, be involved in the pro-
cess from the very beginning,” said Recovery School 
District Superintendent Paul Vallas. 

“Our children and our children’s children will benefit 
from these schools,” said Orleans Parish School Su-
perintendent Darryl Kilbert.  “The entire community 
has been given an opportunity to create the future of 
education within New Orleans. This will be our legacy,” 
said Kilbert.     

Breakout sessions

This comprehensive plan will provide a blueprint to 
help guide future school renovations and new con-
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struction. The Master Plan is scheduled to be complet-
ed by the planning team led by Parsons in the spring of 
2008.  Hurricane Katrina severely damaged many of the 
130 school buildings that were in operation prior to the 
storm.  Development of this plan will include an assess-
ment of every facility to determine the scope of work 
needed to bring them up to current educational stan-
dards, the number of students and families expected 
to return to those areas, and the level of community 
involvement. The plan will also determine the funding 
strategies for long-range construction projects. 

Every existing school building will be assessed as to its 
immediate usability.  A determination will be made re-
garding the practicalities of renovation and/or future 
use, neighborhood demographics and community in-
put.  “Some of our present-day school buildings have 
been used for over 120 years,” according to Constance 
Caruso, Director of Planning for the Recovery School 
District.  “Some may have value as a teaching center, 
others for investment purposes, and still others must 
be considered in rational, reasonable terms,” she add-
ed.  “What we are about is a positive direction for the 
schools of the future.” 

Participants write ideas for future schools

Data from all of the citywide planning efforts, includ-
ing the Unified New Orleans Plan (UNOP), the Lambert 
Neighborhood Plans, and planning efforts by individ-
ual neighborhood organizations, will be studied and 
considered for the Master Plan.  An interactive website 
will be utilized to keep the public informed of progress.   
Educational Advocacy groups will be strongly encour-

aged to participate in the process and involve their 
constituents.   An interactive website will be utilized 
to keep the public informed of progress and facility as-
sessments. The site, www.sfmpop.org, will launch on 
November 5.

NBA and Cisco Donate $150,000 to RSD 
Parent/Family Community Center 

Members of the RSD Parent-Family Advisory Council

The NBA has announced a unique, league-wide, sea-
son-long outreach campaign to help rebuild New Or-
leans.  It’s called the NBA Cares. The event, held at Wal-
ter L. Cohen High School on Wednesday, October 31, 
also served as the dedication of the first of 40 places 
in New Orleans that the NBA has committed to creat-
ing where kids and families will be able to live, learn or 
play. The ribbon cutting at Cohen High School marked 
the beginning of a plan by the Hornets, the NBA and 
Cisco to create 30 Family Community Resource Cen-
ters in the Recovery School District and an additional 
five centers in Jefferson Parrish Schools.  Cisco and 
the NBA donated $150,000 to fund the centers, which 
will serve as places to encourage an increased level of 
family involvement in education, providing on-site re-
sources and technology.

In addition to the Family Community Resource Centers, 
the NBA will partner with New Orleans-area school 
districts to provide educational and technological re-
sources to schools and create incentive programs to 
promote and reward educational success. Working 
with Habitat for Humanity – which has worked closely 
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with the Hornets’ Hoops for Homes program during the 
past two years – and Rebuilding Together, the league 
will also continue to build new homes throughout the 
Gulf Coast region and assist other residents with re-
building damaged homes. 

Joining NBA Commissioner David J. Stern for the an-
nouncement were Louisiana Lieutenant Governor 
Mitch Landrieu, New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin, State 
Deputy Superintendent of Education Ollie Tyler, New 
Orleans Hornets Owner George Shinn, Sacramento 
Kings Owners Joe and Gavin Maloof, and other digni-
taries.

The NBA, in conjunction with the Hornets, the State of 
Louisiana and the Louisiana State Department of Edu-
cation, has identified three key areas of need that their 
programs and service projects will address, includ-
ing education, housing and recreation. NBA officials 
say the NBA Cares Initiative will reach 30,000 children 
through those key areas.
 
The Initiative will feature all members of the NBA Fam-
ily, including players, teams, the National Basketball 
Players Association, and all of the NBA’s media and 
marketing partners.  Together, they will perform more 
than 30,000 hours of hands-on community service as 
all visiting NBA teams will participate in community 
activities when they travel to New Orleans to take on 
the Hornets during the regular season. In addition, the 
first NBA Cares All-Star Day of Service will be held on 
Friday, Feb. 15, 2008, when over 2,500 members of the 
NBA family will take part in a variety of service projects 
throughout the city.

“This is an extraordinary opportunity for the NBA to as-
sist in the revitalization of New Orleans. There is noth-
ing more important to us than helping this city and its 
people rebuild,” said Stern. 
  
The NBA, teams, and marketing partners will be collab-
orating with more than a dozen leading national and 
local community-based organizations to assist children 
by the end of the 2007-08 NBA season. Organizations 

working with the NBA include the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of America, Rebuilding Together, City Year, Hands-On 
New Orleans, Habitat for Humanity, KaBOOM!, and 
YMCA.
  
To address the lack of recreational areas throughout 
the city, the NBA and its partners plan to create and re-
build play spaces (basketball courts and playgrounds) 
with Adidas and Toyota Project Rebound, in addition 
to the re-establishment of the Jr. Hornets and local 
Jr. NBA/Jr. WNBA programs with a series of basketball 
clinics leading to NBA All-Star 2008. 

To assist the promotion of tourism in New Orleans, cur-
rent and former NBA players with a connection to the 
region will be appearing in public service announce-
ments for the state’s “My Louisiana” campaign.

Cohen Principal Arlene Kennedy and 

Lt. Govenor Mitch Landrieu

The response of the NBA family to the devastation of 
Katrina was immediate and sustained.  Through the ef-
forts of the NBA, along with its teams, current and for-
mer players, and National Basketball Players Associa-
tion, contributions to the Gulf Region have exceeded 
$15 million to date.  NBA efforts include the construc-
tion of 35 homes with Habitat for Humanity and the 
building of five playgrounds with KaBOOM! The NBA 
Players Hurricane Relief Game included nearly 40 NBA 
stars and raised over $1.5 million. The NBA also hosted 
the first professional sporting event in post-Katrina 
New Orleans when the Hornets played the Los Ange-
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les Lakers in the New Orleans Arena less than seven 
months after the storm.  

NBA Cares is the league’s social responsibility initiative 
that builds on the NBA’s long tradition of addressing 
important social issues in the United States and around 
the world.  Through this umbrella program, the NBA, its 
teams and players have committed to donating $100 
million to charity, providing a million hours of hands-
on service to the community and creating 250 places 

where kids and families can live, learn or play. 

Superintendent Vallas and Mayor Nagin 
Visit Schools 

Superintendent Vallas and Mayor Nagin visit classrooms

Students and teachers, get ready! Mayor Ray Nagin 
and Superintendent Paul Vallas could be coming to 
your school soon.  The two are planning to visit sev-
eral schools within the coming weeks.  Their first visit 
was to James Singleton Charter School on October 25.  
Principal Melrose Biagas led the Mayor and Vallas on a 
15 minute tour of the school.
Students were all smiles as Nagin and Vallas visited 
classrooms, answered their questions and ate lunch in 

the school cafeteria.

Mayor and Superintendent eat lunch with students

Toyota of New Orleans Teams Up With the 
RSD and OPSB to Announce a Very Special 
“Stay in School” Program
It’s what all high school students dream of, and now 
one lucky student has the chance to win a new car. 
Toyota of New Orleans, the Recovery School District 
and New Orleans Public Schools will announce a very 
special “Stay in School” program aimed at public 
school seniors in New Orleans.  Troy Duhon, president 
of Toyota/Scion of New Orleans, says the program is 
very simple. “Toyota of New Orleans will award one 
lucky senior a new car at the end of the school year, 
and all that person has to do is have perfect atten-
dance.  That’s the only rule,” says Duhon.  “Our youth 
are our future. That’s why we sponsor this program.”  
Duhon says the program has had great results in the 
past, and they are looking forward to the highest at-
tendance rates ever during this school year.  In addi-
tion to the car giveaway, other students will have the 
chance to win $500 scholarships which can be used at 
the college of their choice. 
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Al Cravens, Toyota’s Area General Manager for the Gulf 
Coast Region, says that Toyota continuously looks for 
opportunities to support the local market through its 
dealerships.  “When Mr. Duhon spoke with us about 
his innovative approach to helping the local school 
district, we were very excited to support that cause,” 
Craven said. Craven says he feels like this is the per-
fect merger between Toyota, the dealership and the 
local community.  “This initiative will help us give back 
something to the New Orleans community, and we 
have Mr. Duhon to thank for it.” 

Superintendent Darryl Kilbert with New Orleans Public 
Schools says the car giveaway is an outstanding incen-
tive for students to stay in school. “I remember being 
in high school.  The only thing better than having a 
car was…well, I’m not sure anything was better than 
having a car. We can’t thank Mr. Duhon and Toyota 
enough, for stepping up to the plate and helping a 
school district still recovering from the effects of Hur-
ricane Katrina.” 

For his part, Duhon is issuing a challenge to other lo-
cal car dealerships and to the business community at 
large to step up to the plate.  “I challenge other local 
businesses to find ways to help our students, be it 
scholarships, adopting a school, whatever.  We have 
to be involved, and we have to be in this for the long 
haul,” he said.

For more information about the Toyota of New Orleans 
“Stay in School” program, contact Melissa Schank, Mar-



 

New Orleans Recovery School District 
Elementary School 

November Lunch Menu 

   1 
 

Salisbury Steak 
Mashed Potatoes 
Peas & Carrots 

Assorted Fresh Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

2 
 

Turkey & Sausage 
Gumbo 

Steamed Rice 
Tossed Salad 

Pineapple Tidbits 
Assorted Milk 

 

5 
 

White Beans & Ham 
Rice 

Green Beans 
Cornbread 

Assorted Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

 

6 
 

Chili Hot Dog 
Baked Chip 

Chef’s Choice Vegetable 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 

Assorted Milk 
 
 

7  
 

Chicken Etouffe 
Rice 

Mixed Vegetable 
Fruit Cocktail 
Assorted Milk 

 

8 
 

Beef & Cheese Nachos 
Corn 

Assorted Fresh Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

 

9 
 

Turkey & Sausage  
Jambalaya 

Tossed Salad 
Applesauce 

Assorted Milk 
 

12 
 

Red Beans & Sausage 
Rice 
Peas 

Cornbread 
Peaches 

Assorted Fruit 
 

13 
 

Cheeseburger on Bun 
Baked Beans 

Assorted Fresh Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

 

14 
 

Chicken Soft Tacos 
Corn 

Assorted Fresh Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

 

 

15 Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

Turkey w/ Gravy 
Cornbread Dressing 

Candied Yams 
Peas 

Pecan Pie 
Assorted Milk 

 

16 
 

Turkey & Sausage 
Gumbo 

Steamed Rice 
Tossed Salad 
Fruit Cocktail 
Assorted Milk 

 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

 
 
 
 

26 
 

Red Beans & Sausage 
Rice 
Okra 

Cornbread 
Applesauce 

Assorted Milk 
 

27 
 

Turkey & Noodles 
Carrots 

Assorted Fresh Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

 

28 
 

Beef Stew 
Rice 

Dinner Roll 
Assorted Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

29 
 

Hamburger on Bun 
Mixed Vegetable 

Assorted Fresh Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

 
 

30 
 

Turkey & Sausage  
Jambalaya 

Tossed Salad 
Peaches 

Assorted Milk 
 

Thanksgiving Holiday



 

New Orleans Recovery School District 
High School 

November Lunch Menu 

   1 
Salisbury Steak 

Ham & Cheese Po-boy 
Popcorn Chicken Salad 

Mashed Potatoes 
Peas & Carrots 

Assorted Fresh Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

2 
Turkey & Sausage 

Gumbo 
Hamburger on Bun 

Popcorn Chicken Salad 
Steamed Rice 
Tossed Salad 

Pineapple Tidbits 
Assorted Milk 

 

5 
White Beans & Ham 
Hamburger on Bun 

Chef Salad 
Rice 

Green Beans 
Cornbread 

Assorted Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

6 
Chili Hot Dog 

Turkey & Cheese Po-boy 
Chef Salad 
Baked Chip 

Chef’s Choice Vegetable 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 

Assorted Milk 
 
 

7  
Chicken Etouffe 

Chicken Patty on Bun 
Chef Salad 

Rice 
Mixed Vegetable 

Fruit Cocktail 
Assorted Milk 

 

8 
Beef & Cheese Nachos 
Chicken Salad Po-boy 

Chef Salad 
Corn 

Assorted Fresh Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

 

9 
Turkey & Sausage  

Jambalaya 
Fish Patty on Bun 

Chef Salad 
Tossed Salad 
Applesauce 

Assorted Milk 
 

12 
Red Beans & Sausage 

Hamburger on Bun 
Pepperoni Pizza Salad 

Rice 
Peas 

Cornbread 
Peaches 

Assorted Fruit 

13 
Cheeseburger on Bun 

Turkey & Cheese Po-boy 
Pepperoni Pizza Salad 

Baked Beans 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 

Assorted Milk 
 

14 
Chicken Soft Tacos 

Ham & Cheese Po-boy 
Pepperoni Pizza Salad 

Corn 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 

Assorted Milk 
 

15 Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

Turkey w/ Gravy 
Cornbread Dressing 

Candied Yams 
Peas 

Pecan Pie 
Assorted Milk 

 

16 
Turkey & Sausage 

Gumbo 
Hamburger on Bun 

Pepperoni Pizza Salad 
Steamed Rice 
Tossed Salad 
Fruit Cocktail 
Assorted Milk 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

 
 
 
 

26 
Red Beans & Sausage 

Hamburger on Bun 
Cobb Salad 

Rice 
Okra 

Cornbread 
Applesauce 

Assorted Milk 

27 
Turkey & Noodles 

Turkey & Cheese Po Boy 
Cobb Salad 

Carrots 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 

Assorted Milk 
 

28 
Beef Stew 

Chicken Patty on Bun 
Cobb Salad 

Rice 
Dinner Roll 

Assorted Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

29 
Hamburger on Bun 
Tuna Salad Po-boy 

Pepperoni Pizza Salad 
Mixed Vegetable 

Assorted Fresh Fruit 
Assorted Milk 

 

30 
Turkey & Sausage  

Jambalaya 
Fish Patty on Bun 

Cobb Salad 
Tossed Salad 

Peaches 
Assorted Milk 

Thanksgiving Holiday
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