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Happy Thanksgiving 

The Recovery School District wishes all faculty and staff a 
safe and happy Thanksgiving.  The holiday break begins  
for students on Monday, November 19th  and for school 
and central office staff on Wednesday, November 21st.  
Classes resume and the central office will re-open on 
Monday, November 26th.    

Citywide Meeting About the Future of Public  Schools 
in New Orleans

The first citywide meeting to help develop future 
public schools in Orleans Parish takes place Saturday, 
November 17th.  All interested parents, educators, 
students, community organizations, business leaders, 
concerned residents and stakeholders are asked and 
encouraged to participate in this community-wide 
conversation to help develop the Master Facilities Plan.  

The meeting will be held at Warren Easton High School 
(auditorium) at 3019 Canal Street from 9:30- 3:00 p.m.  
Lunch, childcare and interpretation services will be 
provided. 

The focus of the Citywide Meeting will be to examine 
national and international facility trends and discuss the 
current and future educational needs of Orleans Parish 
that will facilitate the implementation of the Facilities 
Master Plan being developed.  The meeting will address 
such topics as maximizing public and community input, 
school size, class size, grade configuration, possible 
community use, flexible school concepts, alternative 
uses for schools, impact of population, and 21st Century 
Schools.  In order for this to be effective, all facets of the 
community are encouraged to actively participate in 
this planning process. 

Craig School Will Relocate  Temporarily  

Beginning Monday, November 26, 2007, Joseph A. 
Craig Elementary School will temporarily relocate to a 
new modular school facility on the grounds of Sarah T. 
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Reed High School at 5316 Michoud Blvd.  The move is 
necessary because recent heavy rains further damaged 
the school’s roof, leading to elevated moisture levels 
inside the school. “We need to do this in order to do a 
complete assessment of the building and provide the 
healthiest and best possible learning environment for 
the children of Craig,”  said RSD Superintendent Paul 
Vallas.
 
The district received test results on Tuesday morning 
that showed elevated moisture levels at the school, 
which has led to the appearance of mold on the second 
and third floors of the three-story building, located at 
1423 Saint Philip St. At a meeting Thursday evening 
at St. Peter Claver Church, Principal Wanda Guillaume 
expressed her desire to keep students and staff together 
at the new site. The district has also identified options 
for parents wishing to transfer their children to other 
RSD schools in the vicinity.

The RSD will provide school bus transportation to and 
from the new school site. Initially, students who normally 
walk to Craig will be able to board a bus from Craig to 
the new site. About half the students at Craig live in New 
Orleans East.

The modular site, which is not currently occupied, is a 
new and modern facility that will be wired for Internet 
access and fully equipped with technology such as 
Promethean boards. 
 
The work of setting up the new site will take place while 
students are out of school during the Thanksgiving 
break. 
 
“As for the Craig building, we are immediately sending 
an assessment team to determine what we will need 
to do to renovate and modernize the building,” Vallas 
said. “While the assessment will only take a few weeks, 
any major renovation will take approximately four to six 
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months. There is also the option that a new school will 
be built on the site, but any decision regarding a new 
school would be part of the Master Plan that is currently 
underway.” 
 
RSD Addresses Policies and Procedures Concerning 
MRSA Infections 

Recently, there have been a number of reports about 
methicillin-resistant Staph aureus (MRSA) infections in 
schools.  There are many resources available for schools 
that have questions about MRSA infections.  RSD 
Superintendent Paul Vallas and RSD Medical Advisor 
Corey Hebert have issued a list of general guidelines 
below about MRSA that ALL faculty staff and students 
MUST adhere to.  There is also a fact sheet regarding 
MRSA at the Louisiana Department of Health and 
Hospitals. (www.dhh.la.gov)

Staphylococcus aureus, often referred to simply as “staph,” 
is commonly carried on the skin or in the nose of healthy 
people.  Sometimes, staph can cause an infection. Staph 
is among the most common causes of skin infections in 
the United States. Most of these skin infections are minor 
(such as pimples and boils) and can be treated without 
antibiotics. However, in some instances staph can cause 
serious infections (such as surgical wound infections, 
bloodstream infections, and pneumonia).  Some staph 
bacteria are resistant to antibiotics. MRSA is a type of 
staph that is resistant to the antibiotic methicillin. While 
25% to 30% of the population is colonized with staph, 
only about 1% normally carries MRSA. 

MRSA transmitted in the school and workplace very 
easily:
The main mode of spread of all forms of staph, including 
MRSA, is by the hands and skin-to-skin contact, 
crowded conditions, and poor hygiene. The sharing 
of towels, personal hygiene items like razors, athletic 
equipment, clothes, non-sterilized tattoo instruments, 
and illicit drug paraphernalia also promote the spread 
of S.aureus from one individual to another. Although 
MRSA has been isolated from environmental surfaces 
(e.g., floors, work areas, medical equipment) and pets, 

these are not considered to be the most important 
sources for spread, and there is no need to do 
environmental sampling in any affected facility.  
However, it is important to routinely clean shared 
items like athletic equipment.
 
Why is MRSA a problem for school healthcare 
professionals? 
There are several reasons why school health professionals 
are concerned about MRSA. 
•MRSA infections are being more commonly recognized 
in community settings, including schools. 
•Staph (including MRSA) is spread by direct contact, 
especially when personal hygiene is poor in school 
settings; there are many opportunities for direct contact 
among students, especially those on athletic teams or in 
residential facilities. 
•An MRSA outbreak can cause anxiety for parents, 
students and staff, and MRSA infection can vary widely 
in severity. 
•Identifying a MRSA infection can be difficult because 
the symptoms of MRSA infection are similar to those 
of other skin infections. MRSA can only be diagnosed 
by culture and laboratory testing. Unfortunately, 
misdiagnosis or delayed diagnosis of MRSA infection 
can result in delayed treatment and institution of 
preventive measures. 
•Finally, MRSA is part of a larger problem of antibiotic 
resistance.  For this reason, it is important that healthcare 
providers diagnose MRSA early and accurately, prescribe 
appropriate antibiotics if needed and direct patients to 
complete the full course of antibiotics as prescribed. 

MRSA infection prevention guidelines: 
•Regular handwashing is the best way to prevent getting 
and spreading staph/MRSA. Encourage and practice 
hand hygiene. 
•Practice and encourage good skin care. Since staph 
infections begin when staph enters the body through 
a break in the skin, keeping skin healthy and intact is an 
important preventative measure. 
•Ensure access to sinks, soaps, and clean towels. 
•Ensure the availability of alcohol-based hand sanitizers 
if soap and water are not accessible. 
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•Educate school personnel (i.e., coaches, athletic trainers) 
about the importance of personal hygiene for students. 
•Encourage daily showers with soap and water. 
•Discourage sharing of personal items such as towels, 
razors, and toothbrushes. 
•Regularly clean sinks, showers, and toilets by saturating 
with disinfectant. 
•Disinfect athletic equipment between users. 
•Launder sheets, towels, sports uniforms, and 
underclothing with hot water and detergent, and dry 
on the hottest setting. 
•Wear gloves when handling dirty laundry. 
•Wear gloves when caring for another person’s wounds, 
and protect clothing from touching wounds or 
bandages. 
•Encourage those infected to always keep draining 
lesions covered with dressings. 
•Dispose of dressings containing pus and blood 
carefully. 
•Disinfect contaminated portable equipment such as 
stethoscopes, blood-pressure cuffs, equipment handles, 
tourniquets, pagers, and cell phones. 
 
The above policies and procedures, if followed 
appropriately, will ensure the safety of all students, 
faculty and staff at all RSD schools.    
 

Governor–Elect Bobby Jindal Selects Paul Vallas to 
Serve on Education Advisory Council

Recovery School District Superintendent Paul Vallas 
has been named to Gov.-elect Bobby Jindal’s Education 
Advisory Council. The committee is designed to help pick 
administrative leaders, draft legislation and set policy.  
Senator Gerald Theunissen, a Republican from Jennings, 
Louisiana, will chair the council, and Vallas will serve as 
vice chairman. Senator Theunissen served as chairman 
of the Senate Education Committee under Governor 
Mike Foster. Vallas became head of the RSD after leading 
school districts in Philadelphia and Chicago. Jindal’s 
education plan includes offering  competitive salaries to 
hire and retain teachers as well as merit-based bonuses, 
maintaining the reform effort in New Orleans, and    

increasing dual enrollment and vocational and 
community college programs.  The Council will use 
Jindal’s plan to guide its recommendations. 

Cast Your Vote- The  NBA and T-Mobile Team Up to 
Help the RSD

                   

A joint effort by the NBA and T-Mobile will mean a big 
victory for the Recovery School District. Basketball fans 
everywhere will be able to take part in the effort, and 
all they have to do is cast their vote for their favorite All-
Star players.  During a special tip-off event, Wednesday, 
November 14th, the NBA unveiled its official 2008 All-
Star ballot.  New Orleans is the Official Host City of the 
NBA All-Star 2008 Game. 

The 2008 NBA All-Star Balloting program allows fans 
around the world to vote daily for their favorite players 
as starters for the All-Star Game.  In support of the 
NBA’s season-long effort to help rebuild New Orleans, 
T-Mobile is donating $1 for every ballot cast in T-Mobile 
owned retail locations, or t-zones, to the Recovery 
School District. 

The balloting started Thursday, November 15th. One 
hundred-twenty players, 60 each from the Eastern 
and Western Conferences, are listed on the ballot.  
The 2008 NBA All-Star Game will be held at the New 
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Orleans Arena on Sunday, February 17, 2008.  It will air 
live on television and radio in more than 200 countries 
worldwide.

 
PROS vs. JOES Television Show Comes to New 
Orleans 

What a treat for members of the Clark and Reed High 
School football teams.  Twelve players from each team 
were selected to spend time talking and playing with 

three world-class athletes who were in town for a taping 
of the Spike TV show, Pros vs. Joes: Last Joe Standing.  
Students were thrilled to meet former NBA All-Star 
Kenny Anderson, College Football All American and NFL 
star Rocket Ismail and 4-time All-Star and 1993 Baseball 
World Series hero Joe Carter. Both Clark and Reed were 
finalists in the District Football Championship. It was 
the chance of a lifetime as the students scrimmaged 
and ran drills with the pros in the Superdome.

 
After reading about the city’s recovery efforts and the 
importance of athletics in schools, producers of the 
show began working on a way to reach out to students. 
“We had already planned the trip to New Orleans, and 
we thought it would be wonderful if we could use the 
opportunity to introduce some of the professional 
athletes who work with the show to the students and 
encourage them to keep going for their dreams,” said 
Kelleigh Dulany of Spike TV.  “All it took was a call to the 
Recovery School District.” 

The professional athletes shared personal stories with 
the students and encouraged them to stay in school 
and to always believe in themselves. “It was a great 
experience for the kids,” said RSD Athletic Director 
Allen Woods. 

In Pros vs. Joes, regular guys compete in a variety of 
different sports against an incredible array of sports 

Clark and Reed Football teams with Stars of Pros vs. Joes

Laurel Elementary Students  Celebrate the NBA and T-Mobile

Laurel   Elementary  Students
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legends.  The sixty-four contestants, or “Joes,” this season 
are grouped into four regional brackets, and the series 
is hosted by former USC running back and Los Angeles 
sports television/radio personality, Petros Papadakis.

Clark High School Students Take a Swing at Golf 

The home of the Mighty, Mighty Bulldogs is adding 
another sport to its roster, golf.  Mr. Harold Villere, a 
physical education teacher at Joseph S. Clark Senior 
High School, is teaching his first period class the 
fundamentals of golf. “The students are very enthusiastic 
about learning how to properly hold the club, how 
to stand and how to swing,” says Villere.  Mr. Villere is 
teaching the students that there are many advantages 
to learning golf and that it’s the type of sport that will 
offer them a lifetime of recreation, exercise, and leisure.  
“You never know, the next Tiger Woods could be a 
student from Clark High School,” says Villere.

Stars Turn Out at Coghill Elementary

Morgan Fairchild, Joe Piscopo and Adrian Zmed, stars 
of the upcoming television show Casting Call, paid a 
visit to Coghill Elementary on Thursday, Nov. 15, 2007. 
The trio was in town for a live taping of the talent show, 
which is modeled after American Idol.  While in New 
Orleans, the stars wanted to lend a hand at a school 
and chose Coghill, where they helped distribute books 
for the school library. Piscopo, best known as a cast 
member on Saturday Night Live, clowned around with 
students, and 1980s icon Fairchild read to the students, 
who admitted they didn’t remember her cameo role in 
Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure. A crew shot footage of the old 
Coghill site, which was damaged by flooding, and the 
school’s temporary modular campus. 

Clark   students learn how to play golf
Morgan Fairchild and Joe Piscopo read to Coghill students
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New playground ribbon cutting at Murray Henderson



RECOVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT UPDATE

Rebuilding New Orleans through Education.

Page 8



RECOVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT UPDATE

Rebuilding New Orleans through Education.

Page 9


