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Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays
The Recovery School District wants to wish all of the 
students, teachers, faculty and central office staff a safe 
holiday season and a joyous 2008!  The winter break is 
December 24, 2007 - January 1, 2008. Classes resume 
January 2, 2008. The central office will be closed Decem-
ber 24-26 and December 31- January 1.  Enjoy the break 
and be safe.

Ohio State University Alumni Association 
Starts Fund-Raising Effort for the RSD

Click here for link to Youtube video

The Ohio State University Alumni Association is throw-
ing its support behind the Recovery School District of 
New Orleans.

With the Ohio State football team heading to New 
Orleans for the BCS National Championship game, 
the Alumni Association has established the Recovery 
School District Victory Fund with the Greater New Or-
leans Foundation. The Alumni Association encourages 
all alumni and fans to contribute to this worthy cause.

“At the Alumni Association, we really feel that there’s 
nothing more valuable than an education,” said Archie 
Griffin, President and CEO of the Alumni Association. 
“As we show our support for the Buckeyes in the BCS 

December 21, 2007

national championship game, we also want our alumni 
and fans to pay forward for the children and families of 
New Orleans.”

The Recovery School District is a district covering more 
than 100 New Orleans schools that were most adversely 
affected by Hurricane Katrina. To date, the district has 
opened 60 schools that serve more than 23,000 stu-
dents.

“We’re absolutely thrilled that the Ohio State University 
Alumni Association and Archie Griffin chose to pay for-
ward to the Recovery School District,” said Paul Vallas, 
RSD Superintendant. “[The Association] has proven that 
it hasn’t forgotten that New Orleans and its children 
still face enormous challenges. The money raised in this 
effort will be put to good use providing academic pro-
grams and support services for our students.”
Information on giving to the Recovery School District 
Victory Fund is available online at www.ohiostatealum-
ni.org/newscenter/recovery_index.php.

The Alumni Association is a dues-supported organiza-
tion of graduates, former students, and friends of the 
university, with more than 130,000 members. For more 
than 125 years, the Alumni Association has been dedi-
cated to connecting alumni, friends and students to en-
hance and strengthen the traditions and reputation of 
Ohio State University.

Demolition Begins at Lake Area School as 
Part of Quick Start Initiative to Build Five 
New Public Schools in New Orleans  

Click here for link to Quick Start Schools

The Recovery School District launched the official start 
of demolition at Lake Area Middle School as part of the 
district’s Quick Start Initiative on Wednesday, December 
19. The initiative will result in the new construction or 
complete renovation of five new schools in New Orleans 

My college football coach, Woody Hayes, often 
talked about the importance of paying forward to 
make sure our children enjoy a bright future. That’s 
why the Ohio State University Alumni Association is 
supporting the Recovery School District here in the 
heart of New Orleans.

It is essential that the young people of New Orleans 
have all the opportunities our society can offer them. 
And since opportunity starts with learning, we hope 
you will join us in donating to this worthy cause. For 
information on giving, visit our Web site or send a 
check to:

Recovery School District Victory Fund
c/o Greater New Orleans Foundation
1055 St. Charles, Suite 100
New Orleans, LA 70130

ARCHIE GRIFFIN

www.ohiostatealumni.org

President and CEO

PAy FoRwARd FoR NEw oRlEANs sCHools
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TRCFeobcqE
http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/uploads/11751.pdf
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by 2009. Lake Area Middle School will be replaced by 
new construction. 
 

Lake Area, L.B. Landry, as well as Andrew Wilson Ele-
mentary, Fannie C. Williams Elementary and Langston 
Hughes Elementary – one in each of New Orleans’ five 
city council districts – were selected as part of the Quick 
Start Initiative announced by State Education Superin-
tendent Paul G. Pastorek in September. This initiative is 
the first phase of a rebuilding process for public schools 
in New Orleans in advance of the Master Facilities Plan, 
which will guide future school renovations and con-
struction. Community meetings to help develop the 
Master Plan are already underway, and the plan itself is 
expected to be completed in 2008, with the next wave 
of new school construction expected to be completed 
in 2010. 
 
In launching the Quick Start program, Pastorek empha-
sized that the community shouldn’t have to wait to see 
real progress. “We promised that by the end of the year, 
we would start the construction of five new schools for 
New Orleans, and we are keeping that promise,” said 
Pastorek. “The newly built schools will be unlike any 
we’ve seen in this city, but they are the kinds of build-
ings our children deserve.” 
 
During a news conference at Lake Area Middle School, 
Superintendent Pastorek and Recovery School Dis-
trict Superintendent Paul Vallas was joined by Chair-
man Donald Powell, Federal Coordinator of Gulf Coast 
Rebuilding, Jim Stark, Director of the FEMA Louisiana 
Transitional Recovery Office, Mayor Ray Nagin, Recovery 
Chief Dr. Edward Blakely and other elected officials and 
community leaders. 

 
“Everyone here today has been instrumental in this 
project,” said Pastorek. “I want to thank them for their 
commitment and hard work. I also want to give a special 
thank you to Chairman Don Powell. We would not be 
where we are today were it not for his leadership and 
commitment to rebuilding a better and stronger school 
system for the children of New Orleans. Chairman Powell 
is committed, along with Secretary Margaret Spellings 
and our friends at FEMA, to cutting red tape, pushing 
people to think outside the box, and driving common-
sense solutions for our kids.” 
 
“I am proud to see the results of what leadership can 
do when working together at all levels – federal, state 
and local – to provide crucial federal dollars while simul-
taneously developing both short-term and long-term 
master plans for rebuilding the city’s education system. 
This serves as a model for the revitalization efforts,” 
said Powell. “I also want to recognize the integral role of 
individual citizens and non-profit education organiza-
tions which have enhanced this process, to the benefit 
of every resident of this great city, and which continues 
to demonstrate your deep commitment not only to re-
building your schools but to improving them.” 
 
“With this demolition, we take an important step for-
ward,” said Dr. Edward Blakely, Executive Director of the 
Office of Recovery and Development Administration. 
“We are assuring that our children, our most valuable 
resource, will have quality schools. Good schools will 
help to strengthen our neighborhoods, our city and our 
future.” 
 
“The implementation of an aggressive strategy to re-
build public schools is critically important to the future 
of the New Orleans,” said Andy Kopplin, Executive Di-
rector of the Louisiana Recovery Authority.  “That’s why 
we allocated more than $100 million to support the 
construction and renovation of schools in Orleans Par-
ish and $200 million statewide.  
 
“We are thrilled to see rebuilding money quickly being 
put to good use.  Today’s demolition is yet another ex-
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Demolition begins at Lake Area School
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ample of the tremendous progress we’re making across 
South Louisiana and proof that the intense winds and 
raging floodwaters from Katrina and Rita are giving way 
to better schools, safer homes and stronger communi-
ties.” 
 
“In order to ensure the future of our city, we must im-
prove the education infrastructure and opportunities 
for our citizens, particularly our youth,” said Mayor C. 
Ray Nagin. “I am pleased to work with State Education 
Superintendent Paul Pastorek and other committed 
leaders to bring about this change. The future of New 
Orleans is bright, and we must prepare our students to 
compete and thrive in this new environment.” 
 
“It’s very rewarding for us to be part of the effort to re-
store New Orleans schools,” said Col. Tommy Kirkpatrick, 
State Coordinating Officer for GOHSEP. “Governor Kath-
leen Blanco views education as critical to the recovery.” 
 
“We are proud and pleased to be part of this,” said Jim 
Stark, Director of the Louisiana Transitional Recovery Of-
fice. “We have a lot of very dedicated people working for 
FEMA. We are Louisianans helping Louisiana’s recovery. 
I am also a public school parent and am really pleased 
that they will benefit from the type of vision that was 
brought to this process. I look forward to future coop-
erative efforts here as we move this thing forward.” 
 
“This is not only a great day for the children who are cur-
rently attending our public schools but also for those 
who are still making their way back,” said RSD Superin-
tendent Paul Vallas. “This day proves that we are not just 
talking about what we want future schools to look like, 
but we are making it happen.” 
 

Lake Area High School
New construction of a three-story, 150,000 square feet 
high school will be built on a four acre site. The new 
high-tech academy will service approximately 750 stu-
dents. It will include academic classrooms, special ed-
ucation areas, science and technology labs, as well as 
a media center, full cafeteria and kitchen, gymnasium, 
and drama classroom. The overall construction cost is 
currently estimated at $35 million dollars. Chip Verges 
of Verges Rome Architects is the lead architect for this 
project. The demolition contract is scheduled for 120 
days and is expected to be completed by March 2008. 
The bidding process for the new construction will begin 
in April 2008, and construction will commence immedi-
ately following the selection of a contractor. Lake Area is 
scheduled to open in September 2009. 
 

Quick Start Initiative 

In July 2007, Superintendent Pastorek asked members 
of the New Orleans City Council to form committees 
comprised of community members to help develop the 
criteria for selecting the Quick Start sites. The criteria in-
cluded such things as the availability of funding from 
FEMA, the projected population of students in the com-
munity, the level of community support and other fac-
tors. Once the criteria were finalized, community groups 
submitted proposals for new schools which were evalu-
ated by the Superintendent, his own team and RSD staff. 
Selection of the five sites was announced September 12, 
2007. As Pastorek pointed out, these projects could only 
be undertaken with FEMA providing the majority of the 
funding. The funding formulas were complex, and after 
several discussions, FEMA agreed on a process through 
which it would be able to provide the majority of the 
funding for Quick Start schools as well as make that 
funding available to the RSD immediately to allow the 
construction and renovations to move forward quickly. 
The architects were selected back in June 2007, in antici-
pation of the beginning of the Quick Start program. Im-
mediately upon announcing which sites were included, 
the architects were engaged in a Charette process to 
jump-start the design and shorten the amount of time 
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needed to prepare bid documents. As of today, all five 
projects are moving forward, with final bid documents 
expected to be released in early spring 2008. 
 
Lake Area demolition begins today and is expected to 
be completed within 120 days. Meanwhile, the archi-
tects have completed the schematic design of the new 
school, and after several meetings to review the final 
design with RSD staff and community representatives, 
they have been given authorization to proceed with the 
construction documents. 
 
Abatement work in advance of demolition has also al-
ready started on the Landry site, and the contractor is 
expected to begin actual demolition of the buildings 
before the end of the year. The architects for this proj-
ect have also been given authorization to proceed after 
several community meetings in which valuable input 
into the design was considered. 
 
Langston Hughes was previously demolished, so that 
site is ready for new construction. The architects are 
proceeding with final documents, and this school is an-
ticipated to be the first one of the five to be advertised. 
 
The Andrew Wilson Elementary school project is in the 
final stages of a historical review process, and demoli-
tion and abatement work will begin on site within the 
next 90 days. Design of the renovations to the main 
building and the replacement of the annex buildings 
are ongoing and expected to receive final approval by 
the end of the year. 
 
The final scope of renovations at F.C. Williams is cur-
rently being negotiated with FEMA, and demolition is 
expected on that site within the next 90 days. Renova-
tions will begin immediately after the gutting work is 
complete, some time next summer. 
 
New construction on all five schools will be underway 
by summer, and completion is expected in 2009. 
 
All Quick Start schools will strive for LEED Silver certifica-
tion. LEED is a rating system from the US Green Building 

Council for Leadership in Energy and Environmental De-
sign. A “green” school is a facility that incorporates sus-
tainability concepts in the design and construction of 
a high performance school. Examples include recycling 
materials from demolition of the original school and uti-
lizing materials in the design that are recycled materials 
or have low impact on the environment. “There are en-
vironmental, economic and health benefits to building 
green, and the Recovery School District is committed to 
creating safe and healthy learning environments for all 
students, teachers and faculty,” said Pastorek. 
 

RSD is State’s First Public School System  
to Receive School Content Reimbursement 

The Recovery School District (RSD) and the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) are pleased to 
announce that the Recovery School District will receive 
$49,191,358.20 in reimbursement funds for school sup-
plies and materials that were destroyed or damaged by 
Hurricane Katrina and the flooding that followed.

This is due to the implementation of an innovative ap-
proach that simplifies the federal funding formula for 
school content replacement costs in areas damaged by 

RSD Budget Director Ramsey Green and 
Deputy Superintendents Kyle Wedberg and Karen Burke
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Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  The RSD is the FIRST public 
school system in the state to receive these funds.
 “We are very pleased to get this good news from FEMA,” 
said State Education Superintendent Paul G. Pastorek.  
“This has been a long time in coming, but thanks to the 
hard work of so many dedicated people, it was possible 
to restructure some very complicated funding issues.  In 
addition to FEMA, the RSD, and GOHSEP all working to 
restructure the payout of these funds, the Louisiana Re-
covery Authority (LRA) was also very helpful in drawing 
attention to this important matter,” said Pastorek. 

As a result of the new funding process, the RSD will have 
greater flexibility in replacing much-needed textbooks, 
technology and other supplies in its classrooms. 

Before this new approach, FEMA required that the RSD 
provide invoices, line by line, for items listed in FEMA’s 
183 Content Project Worksheets. Those items were val-
ued at approximately $77 million, but are now worth 
approximately $49 million due to anticipated insurance 
proceeds and deductions.  

As a result of the storms, neither the RSD nor the Orleans 
Parish School Board had any record of the contents of 
the school buildings, making it impossible for the RSD 
to provide those invoices. After much hard work, those 
Project Worksheets have been consolidated into a sin-
gle Project Worksheet through the use of a standardized 
content categorization system. 

The consolidated categorization covers four broad ar-
eas:

Books and other classroom publications
Information technology
Furniture
School equipment and supplies

This new funding structure will provide the Louisiana 
Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness (GOHSEP), the state’s fiscal agent for all 
FEMA funds, an easier means of directing federal funds 
to the RSD.

•
•
•
•

“We, in concert with FEMA and the RSD, have worked 
long and hard to resolve many issues surrounding the 
storm-related damages to schools in New Orleans,” said 
Col. Tommy Kirkpatrick, State Coordinating Officer for 
GOHSEP. “We are very pleased now to be moving for-
ward with the recovery. This is the next step in returning 
children to New Orleans classrooms”

“This new method will not only help the children of New 
Orleans, but can also serve as a model for other hurri-
cane-impacted districts for replacing the contents of 
their schools,” said RSD Superintendent Paul Vallas.  

This process will simplify the structure of getting money 
to the RSD, thereby giving the district greater latitude 
in meeting the education community’s changing needs 
and replacing damaged and destroyed contents with 
modern school equipment.

FEMA made this revision in agreement with the RSD, 
GOHSEP, and the Louisiana Department of Education to 
ensure the maximum disbursement of federal funds.

“We are pleased that all parties were able to work coop-
eratively together to come to a solution that we believe 
will serve as a catalyst for resolving complex issues,” 
said Jim Stark, Director of FEMA’s Louisiana Transitional 
Recovery Office.

When projects are obligated by FEMA through its sup-
plemental Public Assistance grant, the funds are trans-
ferred to a Smartlink account. This allows the applicant, 
in this case the RSD, to work with GOHSEP as quickly as 
possible to access the reimbursement funds. GOHSEP 
may require additional documentation from the appli-
cant before disbursing the funds. Obligated funds may 
change over time, as the project worksheet is often ad-
justed as bids come in and the scope of work is aligned. 

 “By simplifying the federal formula for replacing school 
contents, FEMA has introduced much-needed flexibil-
ity and efficiency to the Public Assistance program at a 
critical time in our state’s recovery,” said Andy Kopplin, 
Executive Director of the Louisiana Recovery Authority.  
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“We applaud them for this effort and hope that they will 
quickly act to systematically implement this new policy 
for the benefit of all our impacted school districts and 
local governments, as well as in other disasters around 
the country.” 

The Public Assistance program works with state and lo-
cal officials to fund recovery measures and the rebuild-
ing of government and certain private nonprofit orga-
nizations’ buildings, as well as roads, bridges and water 
and sewer plants. In order for the process to be success-
ful, federal, state and local partners coordinate to draw 
up project plans, fund these projects and oversee their 
completion.

High School Graduates of 2007 Receive 
Scholarships

Groove Phi Groove Social Fellowship, a non-profit civil 
rights and service organization, recently awarded sev-
en Recovery School District graduates $1000 academic 
scholarships to help pursue their college degrees.  Mr. 
Richard Martin, the Southern Atlantic Regional Repre-
sentative, presented the awards to high school gradu-
ates of 2007. The winners are Gwnell Lawson (Rabouin 
High School), who attends Tulane, Tyrone Moore (John 
McDonogh), who attends Southern University Baton 
Rouge, Mia Varmall (John McDonogh), who and attends 
Southern University in Baton Rouge, Eyshana Webster 
(John McDonogh), who and attends Southern Univer-
sity in New Orleans, LaToya Baylor (John McDonogh), 
who attends Alcorn State, Darren Blazio (Rabouin), who 
attends Southern University New Orleans, and Shanara 

Condoll (John McDonogh), who attends Philander Smith 
College in Little Rock, Arkansas. The students were ran-
domly selected. 
Groove Phi Groove was founded on the campus of Mor-
gan State University on October 12, 1962, and today its 
national headquarters is based in Silver Spring, Mary-
land.  The organization is dedicated to promoting aca-
demic awareness, ethical standards and unity among all 
college students but places special emphasis on help-
ing young African-American men.

Rabouin Football Player Receives Capital 
One Scholarship 

Congratulations to Deshawn Jones, a senior at Rab-
ouin High School and a member of the football team. 
On Thursday, December 20, Deshawn was awarded 
a $5,000.00 scholarship by Capital One. Deshawn was  
honored at a luncheon at the Sheraton and also on Fri-
day evening at the New Orleans Bowl during half-time.    

Mr. Richard Martin (center) and  scholorship recipient

Deshawn Jones accepts scholarship
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New Orleans Saints Honor Middle School 
Flag Football League
Be sure to check out the Saints football game on Sun-
day, December 23.  That’s when the four semi-finalists 
of the Middle School Flag Football League will be hon-
ored.  During the pre-game activities, the four teams 
will play an exhibition game, and then Academy Sports 
will award the championship trophy to McDonogh 35 
Middle School. The four schools to be honored are Mc-
Donogh 35 (OPSB), Sophie B.Wright (RSD Charter), Mc-
Donogh 15 (RSD Charter), and Livingston (RSD).  The 
league was a joint venture between the Saints, Orleans 
Parish School Board, and the Recovery School District.  

Bauduit Elementary Hosts Special Holiday 
Pageant
Bauduit students gave an outstanding performance dur-
ing the school’s special holiday pageant Thursday night. 
Parents and folks from the community were dazzled by 
the “star” elves and performers.  They were treated to a 
night of good food and music with performances by a 
jazz band, and the Young Audiences Group, which per-
formed a play that included a tribute to the meaning of 
Christmas through drums and songs. The Young Audi-
ence Group also received a $1,000 grant from WalMart 
for serving the local community.

Fannie C. Williams’ Fundraiser is a Success 
Seattle based CHOW Foods’ restaurants served up a 
tasty treat for Fannie C. Williams Elementary on Tuesday, 
December 11, when all six of the company’s restaurants 
donated 50 percent of their sales that day to the New 
Orleans East school.  In addition, the 5 spot, one of the 
participating restaurants, hosted a silent auction featur-
ing the paintings of local artists depicting New Orleans. 
All proceeds from the silent auction will go toward buy-
ing art supplies and musical instruments for Fannie C. 
Williams.

“I am very pleased to say that after the fundraiser for 

the arts programs at Fannie C. Williams, we raised over 
$9,000,” said Dave Kearns, General Manager for 5 Spot. 
“And this is still a preliminary figure because the auction 
of the paintings continues through December 24 .” 

Kearns said he was inspired to organize this event after 
his trip to New Orleans with Chef Brandon Karimi-Naser. 
“The city, food and people are all amazing; however, 
New Orleans has a long way to go before it is back to 
pre-Katrina grandeur,” said Kearns. “Part of the tragedy 
is the people that have been displaced are the people 
who make up the flavor of New Orleans. The musicians, 
cooks and artists are struggling to get by.” Taking this to 
heart, and because the Big Easy is all about excess, he 
took his fundraising to the next level and asked all 6 of 
the CHOW Foods restaurants to participate.

The school is blessed with a professional musician and 
art teacher on staff.  Money from this fundraiser will go 
toward providing those teachers with the instruments 
and supplies they need to pass on their knowledge to 
the children who will rejuvenate the culture of music 
and art in New Orleans. 

“This was such a wonderful surprise,” said Principal Kelly 
Batiste.  “It just goes to show that you never know who is 
thinking about you and what great impact one person, 
in this case Dave Kearns, can have on a school and in 
turn an entire city. The generosity of CHOW Foods has 
touched all of our hearts,” said Batiste.

Within the 5 Spot, Kearns, with the assistance of noted 
local artist, Molly Norris, assembled a group of local art-
ists to donate artwork portraying the unique vibrancy 
of the city. Each of their works will hang in the restau-
rant for the duration of the menu while being sold by 
silent auction. The auction, with all proceeds also going 
directly to the middle schools art and music programs, 
is running through Christmas Eve.  All six restaurants 
are located in Seattle, Washington.  They include The 5 
Spot, Atlas Foods University Village, Mioposto, Coastal 
Kitchen, Endolyne Joes, and The Hi-Life.
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Kidz-n-Keyboardz Teaches Elementary Stu-
dents How to Type 

Christmas arrived a little early for New Orleans elemen-
tary  students when  Kidz N Keyboardz announced that it 
will donate 1000 Computer Keyboard Touch Typing Sys-
tem keyboards to the city’s 39 elementary schools. 
A special dedication ceremony took place December 
17, at Benjamin Banneker Elementary.  It was hosted by 
Principal Cheryllyn Branche and a number of other el-
ementary principals and administrators. The presenta-
tion was made by Peter Lo Cascio, Executive Director of 
Kidz N Keyboardz.

This system teaches young children how to type on a 
computer keyboard WITHOUT looking at the keys, by 
utilizing a color coded connection between the child’s 
fingers and a computer keyboard that has the same 5 
colors on the keys. With this system each child has an 
opportunity to develop career enhancing skills that will 
help them during their school years and most impor-
tantly in any employment opportunity in the future. An-
other important feature is that the children learn to read 
and spell at the same time!

“I was thrilled to have had the opportunity to organize 
the distribution of the systems and I look forward to see-

ing the children work with the program,” said Cheryllyn 
Branche.

This was made possible thanks to a grant from the An-
thony Robbins Foundation, in collaboration with Com-
munity in Schools of New York and PANOPSI, Profes-
sional Administrators of New Orleans Public Schools. 
All of the keyboards will be delivered within the coming 
months. 

Sister Noel and student learn new program
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Benjamin Banneker students and their new keyboards
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Clark High School Helps Raise HIV/AIDS 
Awareness

This year, in commemoration of the World AIDS Day, 
December 1, 2007, the Joseph S. Clark Physical Educa-
tion Department set out to find a local leader who has 
made it his or her mission to become a lifelong HIV/AIDS 
awareness advocate.  That search led to the discovery of 
special guest speaker, Ms. Gina Brown, Family Advocate 
and Community Liaison for an organization called FAC-
ES.   This year’s theme is “Stop AIDS; Keep the Promise 
– Leadership,”

FACES (Family Advocacy Care & Education Services), a 
division of Children’s Hospital, is dedicated to serving 
HIV-infected and affected women, infants, children, 
youth and families in the Greater New Orleans area.  
Gina Brown knows and understands the needs of the 
people she assists through the program.  In fact, she’s a 
product of the program’s continued success.

As Gina Brown shared her story with our classes, small 
meaningless conversation turned from shock to dead 
silence.  Gina told them how she found out that she was 
HIV positive after taking a voluntary HIV test, while at 
the same time pregnant with her second child.  At the 
young age of 28, she was ashamed and felt that there 
was nope hope for her situation.  Gina had even gone as 
far as planning her own funeral, right down to her burial 
attire and her pallbearers (whom by the way are all now 
deceased—how ironic!?!).  Nevertheless, amidst her de-
spair, she received tremendous support from FACES and 

her family members to face the disease head-on with 
strength and perseverance. The dead silence was trans-
formed into a multitude of questions and dialogue. It 
was evident that Gina’s testimony left some of our chil-
dren in deep thought and in pursuit of making the right 
decisions, now realizing that their personal livelihood 
was at risk.  I can attest that I was amazed that even at 
the age of 41, after living thirteen years with the HIV vi-
rus, Gina Brown is truly a living testimony.

Gina says that HIV has made her a better person.  She 
now understands that her mission is to reach out to 
young adults and advise them to take precautions if 
they do become sexually active. Though Gina’s story 
may impact some youth, she may be able to save some 
of our children, but not all of them.  The harsh reality of 
her job is that new cases young persons whom have just 
found out that they are HIV positive are referred to her 
on a daily basis.  These are the children that Gina hurts 
for the most, the ones she tried to save; the one’s who 
didn’t take her story to heart.  Her aim is to encourage 
them to keep living and to not give up on life.  She let’s 
them know that there is hope and that life is too short to 
let HIV bring them down.  There is life after this disease 
and Gina Brown can surely testify to that!  Gina’s one 
piece of advice to young people is, “Don’t trust anyone 
but yourself.”  Now that’s some advice that I can truly 
take to heart!

Leadership:  Raising HIV/AIDS Awareness In 
Our Schools
The statistics don’t lie—

One million people are currently living with HIV in the 
United States, with approximately 40,000 new infec-
tions occurring each year.
70 percent of these new infections occur in men, and 
30 percent occur in women.
By race, 54 percent of the new infections in the United 
States occur among African Americans, and 64 per-
cent of the new infections in women occur in African 
American women.
75% of the new infections in women are heterosexu-
ally transmitted.

•

•

•

•
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Gina Brown tells students her story
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Community Coordinator Vincent Nzinga and 
Deputy Superintendent Michael Haggen 

Principal Josette Ripoll and volunteers at ribbon cutting
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Half of all new infections in the United States occur in 
people 25 years of age or younger. 

Worldwide, HIV/AIDS is a “disease of young people,” 
with half of the 5 million new infections each year oc-
curring among people ages 15 to 24.  

Schaumburg KaBOOM! Playground Build
The weather was beautiful and more than 100 volun-
teers pulled out their gloves and shovels to give the 
students of Schaumburg Elementary a new KaBOOM! 
Playground.  The build was held Saturday, December 
15.  Many thanks to the RSD Office of School Manage-
ment and the DJR Foundation for sponsoring the event.  
“It was better than we expected,” said Principal Josette 
Ripoll. 

•


