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Overview

The Louisiana Scholarship Program is changing the lives of students across the Pelican State. 

When Governor Bobby Jindal signed Act 2 on April 18, 2012, he gave thousands of working families an option and 
an opportunity they never had before – to choose the school that will prepare their child for a lifetime of success. 
In less than 150 days, Louisiana dramatically expanded access to a high quality education for thousands of children 
who were trapped in struggling schools as well as for our youngest students who are just starting school.

The Louisiana Scholarship Program, known formally as the Student Scholarships for Educational Excellence Program, 
provides low-income families with the financial freedom to choose the public or private school that will best prepare 
their child for college and professional 21st century careers. 

“ 
We have a moral imperative to improve the education system for our children, our state and our country, and 

these new laws will be a game-changer for Louisiana. Over the last four years, we’ve made incredible progress by 
revamping ethics law, cutting taxes, and growing Louisiana’s economy even during a national recession – but the 
single most important thing we can do to ensure the continued prosperity of our state and our people is to make 
sure that every child gets a great education. 

If we truly want to improve economic development, if we truly want to improve health care outcomes and 
lower our incarceration rates, it all comes back to providing our children with a better education. I’m proud of 
the fact that Louisiana has outperformed the national and regional economies for the last four years, but if we 
want to continue to outperform the national and southern economies we’ve got to make sure we continue to 
improve education for our children. 

Education reform is important for Louisiana and it’s also important for America. We live in an aspirational society 
and the opportunity to receive a quality education is part of the American Dream. Every child isn’t receiving an 
equal opportunity to a quality education today. For our country to continue to lead the world, we have to right this 
wrong. That’s exactly what these new laws will do.

If we want to preserve the American dream for our children, if we want them to do better than we did, it is 
important that they get a great education. We know that in a global economy they are going to be competing 
with kids not only from Texas, Georgia, and other states, but they’re going to be competing for jobs with kids 
in China and other countries around the world. That is why it is so important we give every child in Louisiana a 
great education. 

Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana
April 18, 2012
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Countdown to school Choice

Thanks to the remarkable efforts by the Louisiana Department of Education to efficiently implement this land-
mark legislation, thousands of students across Louisiana are attending the school of their choice – this year.

Day 1: April 18 Governor Bobby Jindal signs Act 2 into law.

Day 6: April 23 Department opens the application process for schools to participate in the 
scholarship program.

Day 31: May 18 Last day for schools to apply to participate in the Louisiana Scholarship Program. 
More than 120 schools apply to accept students on scholarship.

Day 35: May 22
Department opens application process for families to apply for scholarships and 
launches public awareness campaign with parent meetings around the state to 
inform them about the application process.

Day 73: June 29 Last day for families to apply for a scholarship. More than 10,300 students apply for 
a scholarship, which requires the Department to establish a lottery for scholarships.

Day 98: July 24 Department releases final criteria for participation, including accountability for 
scholarship schools. 

Day 105: July 31 Department notifies families of the results of lottery. More than 5,600 scholarships 
are offered.

Day 110: August 5 Last day for scholarship students to register at their awarded schools.

Day 121: August 16 Department runs a second lottery and offers an additional 442 Scholarships.

Day 141: September 5 Schools report enrollment of nearly 5,000 scholarship students.
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scholarship students

All children should have access to a high quality education – regardless of their zip code or family income.

During the last four years, thousands of children in New Orleans have used a Louisiana Scholarship to attend the 
school of their choice. In the first year of the statewide program, schools across Louisiana enrolled nearly 5,000 
students on scholarships – more than 2½ times the previous record enrollment for the program. The majority of 
students receiving a scholarship are minorities and all families in the program earn less than 250% of the Federal 
poverty line, which is about $57,625 for a family of four or $38,825 for a single-parent household with one child. 

C 14% + D 69% + F 17%

91% Minority + 9% White

students Previously enrolled  
in a Public school

scholarship students

Who is eligible for a Louisiana Scholarship?

Students with a family income that was less than 250% of the Federal poverty line who are entering kindergarten 
or enrolled in struggling schools (schools with a letter grade of C, D or F) are eligible to apply for a scholarship. 

How many students received a Louisiana Scholarship this school year?

More than 10,300 students across the state applied for one of 5,600 scholarships. Because of the overwhelming 
demand, scholarships were awarded based on a lottery. Nearly 5,000 students (4,944) accepted the scholarships and 
enrolled in the school of their choice. Because of Act 2, the number of scholarships awarded this year increased by 
250%, providing scholarships to an additional 3,000 students across the state. 
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scholarship schools

High-quality private schools are an important part of Louisiana’s K-12 education.

From parochial schools with a legacy of achievement to prestigious private academies to a high-performing 
public school, the Louisiana Scholarship Program offers parents a choice of high-quality schools that will meet 
the needs of their child. 

All of the private schools participating in the program were approved by the Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education. About one-third of all approved private schools in the state – 117 – are participating in the first year of 
the program. One high-performing public school is also participating.

Students on scholarship join tens of thousands of families across the state who already send their children to 
private schools. Statewide, private schools educate about 14% of all Louisiana students. In New Orleans, that 
number rises to 35% of students. 

Participating school Districts

how Long have scholarship schools 
Been educating Louisiana Kids?

• 86% for 10 or more years

• 73% for 25 or more years

• 47% for 50 or more years
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scholarship savings

Louisiana deserves a better return-on-investment for education.

The Louisiana Scholarship Program is saving money and providing a better return-on-investment for state tax-
payers. The average scholarship is $5,300, about two-thirds of the average per-pupil funding for public school 
students, estimated at $8,500. In total, there is an estimated $18 million savings in taxpayer funding.

Additionally, private schools will be held accountable for results. Like public school students, scholarship stu-
dents will be assessed using the state standardized tests. And like public schools, those scores will be used to 
measure the performance of the scholarship schools. 

$8,500 
Average PubliC SChool Funding

Average SCholArShiP Funding 

$5,300

What is the amount of a Louisiana Scholarship?

The Louisiana Scholarship pays for the cost of tuition and fees or the equivalent of per-pupil funding for public 
schools, whichever is less. The average scholarship amount is $5,300, which is about two-thirds of the average 
per-pupil funding for public school students, approximately $8,500. 

How are Louisiana Scholarships funded? 

The scholarships are funded entirely through the Minimum Foundation Program. No locally levied school 
district tax revenues are transferred to any participating school located outside of the school district where the 
tax is levied or to any participating nonpublic school within the district. In addition, school districts retain all 
Federal funding. The scholarships save an estimated $18 million in taxpayer funds.


