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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is PARCC? 
PARCC is a consortium of states working together to develop a common set of grade 3-11 assessments in 
English language arts/literacy and mathematics, based on college and career readiness. PARCC received a 
$186 million grant through the USDOE’s Race to the Top assessment competition to support the development 
and design of the assessments. The grant does not cover the costs of operational testing that begins in 2014-
2015. 

Will the new PARCC assessments be high stakes?   
BESE has not indicated it will make any changes to the high stakes policy; however, assessment 
policies will need to be updated to match the new assessments. 

Why did the PARCC assessment design change from 4 required assessments to 2 optional 
assessments and 2 required assessments?    
The changes were intended to strengthen PARCC’s original design that is sustainable both in terms of 
cost and time devoted to student assessment. 

Will the current End-of-Course (EOC) tests be replaced by PARCC assessments? 
The English (English II, English III) and math (Algebra I, Geometry) EOC tests will be replaced by 
PARCC assessments. 

Do you have any idea on the length of the new PARCC ELA and Math tests? 
The test design for the PARCC ELA and Math tests has not been released, but each test may take a 
few days to administer.   

 
Will there be any PARCC testing in Science and Social Studies other than EOC? 
The PARCC assessments do not include Science and Social Studies. 

 
Will the testing windows for PARCC be per grade level or all grades in the same school? 
The testing windows for the PARCC assessments are under discussion and have not been determined.  

 
Will the new PARCC assessments be taken online?  
Assessments in grades 6-12 will be administered on a computer, while students in grades 3-5 will 
read test questions on a computer and answer questions in paper form. 
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We have been told for EOC not to use wireless networks at the school site. Will we be able to use 
wireless for PARCC assessments? 
For EOC tests or the new tests, schools can use wireless if their bandwidth is sufficient to support the 
testing.   

 
How many times a year will PARCC assessments be given. I have heard 3 and then I've heard 4 
times a year? 
For the summative tests, the tests will be given two times a year (similar to the LEAP phase 1 and 
phase 2 tests). 

 
Will we be able to use iPads/Android Tablets for PARCC assessments? 
The current plan is to allow iPads or Tablets for testing. 

 
How will the new PARCC assessments impact districts that are currently administering benchmark 
assessments? 
Districts can better determine whether they want to change their benchmark assessments once more 
information is known about PARCC assessments.  

Will all states include the same population in their test data? Will special education be included in 
the scores for all states? 
PARCC assessments will be administered to the same populations (including students with 
disabilities) who currently take the state tests. 

Will there be assessment guides for the PARCC assessments and when will these be available?   
Materials describing the PARCC assessments will be available. The release time has not been 
determined.  
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