
 

Demand for Charter Schools in Partner Districts 
East Baton Rouge Parish, Jefferson Parish, and Lafayette Parish 

 
Three school districts have entered into charter RFA partnerships with the Department: East Baton Rouge Parish, 
Jefferson Parish, and Lafayette Parish.  RFA partnerships allow the Department to conduct a high-quality charter 
application process on behalf of local school districts while at the same time allowing districts to make charter approval 
decisions.  Each partnership district has the opportunity to describe the needs that they hope to fulfill through the 
charter application process. 
 
East Baton Rouge Parish             

The Baton Rouge Achievement Zone (BRAZ) is a partnership between the Recovery School District (RSD) and the East 
Baton Rouge Parish School System (EBR) to support the ongoing academic growth of all students in East Baton Rouge.  
The partnership is focused on transforming schools that have been transferred to the RSD, as well as supporting 
underperforming schools in danger of becoming eligible for transfer to the RSD in the near future. 
 
There are five schools in East Baton Rouge Parish currently being operated by the Recovery School District that are 
eligible for chartering in 2014 as Type 5 charter schools or Type 3 charter schools.  Type 5 charter schools are RSD 
conversion charter schools authorized by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.    Type 3 charter 
schools are conversion charter schools authorized by the local school board, in this case, the East Baton Rouge Parish 
School Board.  Charter applicants may choose to submit a Type 3 application only, a Type 5 application only, or both a 
Type 3 and Type 5 application, for the following schools: Capitol High School, Crestworth Middle School, Dalton 
Elementary School, Glen Oaks Middle School, and Lanier Elementary School.   
 
In addition to these schools, the East Baton Rouge Parish School System (EBRPSS) seeks applicants interested in applying 
for Type 1 charter schools. Type 1 charter schools are start up charter schools authorized by the East Baton Rouge Parish 
School Board.  Charter applicants may choose to submit a Type 1 application for any of the target areas identified by 
EBRPSS.   
 
Further information regarding target areas and needs will be posted on the East Baton Rouge Parish School System 
website (http://www.ebrpss.k12.la.us/) on Friday February 8, 2013. 

Jefferson Parish             

The Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS) is the largest school district in Louisiana, with 46,000 students.  The 
school district is incredibly diverse with students from more than 50 countries and a rapidly-growing Latino/Hispanic 
population.  More than 20,000 students in JPPSS currently attend schools with a letter grade of D or F, and the district is 
undergoing rapid transformation in an effort to dramatically reduce those numbers. 

  
JPPSS is looking for fresh-start and turnaround charter operators capable of leading low-income students to significant 
academic gains.  The district plans to work closely with approved charter operators on facility identification – either the 
use of a school district facility or the procurement of commercial property.  JPPSS also offers charter operators the 
opportunity to contract for a wide variety of support services. 

CALL FOR QUALITY OPTIONS 



 

Lafayette Parish              

Lafayette Parish School System (LPSS) has a growing sense of urgency to expand the educational options for its students. 
In our urgency there is a preparedness to restructure existing options and to create new options for students and 
families. With that being said, Lafayette Parish School System is seeking high-quality school operators in an attempt to 
increase the number of educational options for our students. To employ a standard of high- quality authorization, we 
have established a partnership with the Louisiana Department of Education to conduct a third-party review of charter 
school applications.  

Desirable operators must be able to offer innovative educational models that are well-suited for our students, especially 
those who are in need of intensive academic support. The innovation that we are seeking should be designed to 
enhance some of our existing education programs and services, but not duplicate what is currently offered by the 
Lafayette Parish School System. Moreover, a desirable applicant would have a proven track record of success in 
increasing student achievement among low-income students.  

Of greater importance is the expected partnership of any school operator to join LPSS in the challenge of educating 
every child from pre-kindergarten through graduation while building a world class school system for this community. 

Dr. Pat Cooper, LPSS Superintendent, introduced a dynamic 6-Year Turnaround Plan to take Lafayette Parish School 
System from a "C" district under state categories to an "A" district -- in six years. Any potential school operator will have 
an integral role in the 6-year Turnaround Plan.  

This plan is the result of weeks of work by district staff and faculty, parents, community members, post-secondary staff 
and faculty, and state education officials. Highlights of our current plan include: reduce dropout rate and achievement 
gap, raising expectations, site based management & accountability, improving teacher and school morale, and creating 
safe environments in all of our schools  

 If you would like a summary of the plan, check out the power point that was presented to the board, here. The 
complete plan includes references for all the task force recommendations. If you would like to see a report that 
examines the data we have on our schools, you can get that here. Read about the Year One 2012-2013 action steps .  

One Plan, One Focus, Educational Excellence for Lafayette Parish Public Schools. 

http://www.lpssonline.com/uploads/LPSSTurnaroundPlanTASKFORCEReport.edited.pdf
http://www.lpssonline.com/uploads/LPSSdata.pdf
http://www.lpssonline.com/uploads/handoutedit.pdf

