
 
TOP 10 MYTHS ABOUT REVISIONS TO BULLETIN 741 

MYTH #10: Districts are no longer able to offer locally developed electives.  

FACT:  Districts may still offer locally developed electives to students. Each LEA should develop a process for approving 
elective courses, but approval by the Department is no longer required. The Department does reserve the authority to 
request documentation on the course approval process or the content of any course if concerns are raised. 

MYTH #9: Students in middle school are no longer able to earn Carnegie credit. 

FACT:  Section 2321, Carnegie Credit for Middle School Students, was repealed, but the overall revisions to Bulletin 741 
increase the ability for middle school students to earn Carnegie credit. Section 2314, Carnegie Credit and Credit 
Flexibility, includes the new streamlined dual option process for earning Carnegie credit, and the policy applies to both 
middle school and high school students. In addition, middle schools are no longer limited to a list of which Carnegie 
credit courses they may provide.  

MYTH #8: With the elimination of the Canine Care and Training course, students no longer have the opportunity learn 
the skills related to the course.  

FACT:  The revisions to Bulletin 741 eliminated the Canine Care and Training career and technical education course, but 
not the industry-based certification by the same name. The Small Animal Care and Management and Veterinary 
Assistant courses provide a more rigorous curriculum and are more closely tied to workforce needs. Students taking 
Small Animal Care may still test for the Canine Care and Training industry-based certification.  

MYTH #7: Schools no longer need to provide LEAP remediation and retest opportunities.  

FACT:  The policy requiring 50 hours of summer school remediation and retest opportunities for students who have 
failed the 4th or 8th grade state test is found in Bulletin 1566, Pupil Progression Policies and Procedures. The policy has 
not changed.  

MYTH #6: Removing system accreditation and school approval in Sections 311 and 315 signifies that schools are no 
longer held accountable for quality.   

FACT:  The previous requirements for approval and accreditation, such as teacher and school leader certification, 
appropriate special education services, compliance with fire, health and safety codes, and course offerings for 
graduation are still required in other sections of Bulletin 741, other BESE policies, and state law. By repealing §311. 
System Accreditation and §315. School Approval in Bulletin 741, BESE removed an antiquated application process that 
has not been recognized in practice for many years.  

MYTH #5: The revisions in Bulletin 741 remove requirements for teachers to obtain a valid Louisiana teaching 
certificate.  

FACT:  BESE certification policy is found in Bulletin 746, not Bulletin 741. Certification policy was not amended by any of 
the revisions approved by BESE in January. Teachers in traditional public schools must hold a valid Louisiana teaching 
certificate.  
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MYTH #4: Schools no longer have to meet minimum instructional time requirements. 

FACT:  Schools are still required by law to provide 63,720 minutes of instructional time during the school year. BESE’s 
policy revision permits school leaders to adjust the length of the school day and the number of days in the school year as 
needed in order to meet this requirement.  

MYTH #3: Revisions to Bulletin 741 have decreased high school PE requirements.  

FACT:  Students in Louisiana are required to take 1.5 units of Physical Education and a 0.5 unit of Health to graduate. The 
proposed revisions allow students to substitute 0.5 unit of PE II with a semester of dance, athletics, cheerleading, or 
marching band, provided that those activities include a minimum of 100 minutes of vigorous physical activity per week. 
Students must still take PE in elementary and middle school and PE I in high school. This proposed policy change is 
intended to foster a greater affinity for life-long physical activity through participation in student activities. 

MYTH #2: Students no longer have to take courses to receive Carnegie credit.  

FACT:  Bulletin 741 already provided a mechanism for students to demonstrate proficiency in a subject area in to obtain 
Carnegie credit, but the policies contained disincentives for students to do so and were confusing to educators. The 
revisions to Bulletin 741 simplified the Carnegie credit policies and allow students to attempt to demonstrate proficiency 
without penalty on their transcript. The new process provides students with two equal pathways for receiving Carnegie 
Credit: 

• meeting instructional time requirements and passing the course (traditional “seat-time” pathway); or  

• demonstrating proficiency through an assessment(s) or portfolio at any time throughout the year. Students who 
do not meet the minimum requirements will not receive a “Fail” on their transcript, but may then take the 
traditional course or re-attempt the proficiency assessment.  

MYTH #1: School districts are no longer required to have counselors or provide counseling services.  

FACT:  Students must continue to receive counseling services. The Department’s revisions to Bulletin 741 focused the 
policy on the required services, rather than the required staff ratios. BESE approved a compromise policy that retained 
the guidance counselor ratio but allowed for the use of alternate means outside of the traditional guidance counselor 
role that can be verified by the state. This flexibility in staffing respects the fact that the provision of services to students 
is different in every school. The policy does not require districts to make any changes whatsoever with regard to 
counselors or counseling services. Instead, it acknowledges the many ways that these critical services are already being 
provided.  


