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Content Standards: Louisiana’s education reform initiatives are built on the concept of 
rigorous and challenging content standards. These content standards are used as the 
basis for local curriculum and the state’s standards-based assessment program.  
Student Assessment: Serves as the cornerstone of the school accountability system. 
Its purpose is to provide reliable and valid student assessment data as a measure of 
student accountability.  
School and District Accountability: The purpose of this initiative is to provide a 
system of measurement and assistance for school and district performance and growth 
that will have a positive future impact on student achievement.  
Classroom Technology: The purpose of this initiative is to provide funding for schools 
and districts for the acquisition of computers, software, and Internet connectivity 
hardware.  
Reading: The purpose of the reading initiative is to improve the reading skills of 
Louisiana public school students in grades K-12 through excellent instruction for all 
students and appropriate intervention for all low performing children. This initiative 
targets students who are at risk of experiencing difficulty in reading.  
Secondary School Reform: The purpose is to improve the secondary school system 
offering clear, multiple pathways for all Louisiana youth to pursue both careers and 
postsecondary education opportunities. 
Charter Schools Are:  

• Independent public schools;  
• Operated under a 5-year charter granted by a local school board or by BESE;  
• Required to meet student achievement and other results or close;  
• Generally organized as nonprofit corporations and governed by their own board 

of directors within the framework agreed to in the charter granted by the 
local school board or BESE;  

• Autonomous and accountable; free from many laws and regulations governing 
public schools but held accountable for student achievement results;  

• Designed to encourage innovative strategies to meet the needs of students, 
particularly those "at-risk."  

Early Childhood: The purpose of this initiative is to provide quality prekindergarten 
programs for four-year old children who are at risk of being insufficiently ready for the 
regular school programs.  
Quality Educator: Through this initiative, high quality standards-based professional 
development opportunities and resources are provided to improve the quality of teachers 
and administrators so that they can support all students in achieving challenging 
standards. 
 
 


