
 

 What is inBloom? 

 inBloom is a non-profit organization that operates a database, a storage space where digital information can be 

stored in a very secure way.   

 Every school district in Louisiana and every state across the country needs a place to store information, so as to 

communicate with parents and register students for schools and programs. Each school district and each state 

uses some form of a database to keep information organized and secure. 

Why do states and districts have databases that store student information? What do they do with data? 

 Districts and states store student information that they will need to support school operations and school 

planning.  For example, a district will need to store information to report to the State of Louisiana how many 

students are enrolled, so that the state knows how much funding that district should receive.  

  In addition, school districts store information on students’ grade level or special services required, so that 

students can be registered in the right school or program. 

What information is being stored in this database?  

 The state collects and maintains basic information such as a student’s name and contact information, the school 

each student is attending, the student’s grade level, and how well the student performed on state-wide tests. 

 The state does not collect nor store information that is not related to a child’s education, such as religious 

affiliation, blood type, or hair color. 

What information is shared with inBloom? 

 inBloom cannot see or use any information regarding students or schools in Louisiana. This is like renting space 

in a parking garage. The garage company may house the car for a while, but it may not touch or use the cars in 

the garage.  While inBloom stores information, inBloom does not have access to the information.  

 Again, this is similar to how local districts and other states store information; a company provides a database for 

the district or state to use, but the company does not have access to the information. 

If database companies do not have access to this information, who does? 

 Some organizations provide children and teachers with important services, and they may need access to student 

information to provide these services.  For example, a district may use a program that measures how well a child 

is learning math. A company may provide an assessment of how well the student is learning; the company will 

then score that assessment and provide the information back to the district, the school, and the teacher on how 

that student is doing.  The district, the school, and the teacher may then use that information to create a better 

plan in math for the student. The school district or the state may allow such organizations to use the information 

for a singular and limited purpose. These organizations are bound by stiff legal rules and consequences, 

described below.  
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How can I be sure that a database provider does not have access to this data, or that companies are not using this 

information inappropriately? 

 Both database providers and organizations that use data to provide services are held in accordance with Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).  

  In addition, the state enters into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with both database providers and 

these organizations to further restrict the use of student information.  An organization that enters into an MOU 

with the state must not only continue to abide by the strict regulations found in FERPA, but that organization 

may only use this information for the specific purposes outlined in the MOU.  Any other use of this information 

would result in a violation of the MOU, and a subsequent violation of FERPA and federal law. 

 


