
Key Facts about the ACT:

What tests are being used and when?

•	 Students	will	take	the	ACT	series:	EXPLORE	in	8th	and	9th	grade,	PLAN	in	10th	grade,	and	ACT	in	11th	grade.	Each	test	
estimates	a	student’s	score	on	the	next	test	so	that	schools	and	students	are	receiving	college-	and	career-readiness	
data	early	and	often.

Why Is Louisiana requiring the ACT?

•	 Statewide	administration	of	the	ACT	signals	to	all	schools	–	not	just	high	schools	–	our	state’s	expectation	that	all	students	
should	graduate	from	high	school	and	be	prepared	for	college	or	a	career.	A	minimum	of	an	18	on	the	ACT	indicates	the	
minimum	level	of	preparation	to	which	we	aspire	for	all	students,	be	they	college-bound	or	career-bound.

•	 The	ACT	aligns	with	Common	Core-level	expectations,	particularly	in	terms	of	text	complexity,	calling	our	schools	to	
greater	levels	of	rigor.

•	 Finally,	Louisiana	is	using	the	ACT	series	(EXPLORE,	PLAN,	and	ACT),	which	allows	for	measuring	and	rewarding	academic	
growth	in	high	schools.	High schools that make significant growth with low-performing students on these tests will be 
awarded a bonus in their SPS scores starting in Fall 2013.

When will the ACT be offered?

•	 Statewide	testing:	March	19,	2013

•	 Makeup	testing:	April	23,	2013

•	 Testing	window	for	students	with	accommodations:	March	19	through	April	2,	2013

When will EXPLORE and PLAN be offered?

•	 EXPLORE	(grade	8)	statewide	testing	including	makeup	testing:	March	4–8,	2013

•	 EXPLORE	(grade	9)	and	PLAN	(grade	10)	statewide	testing:	March	19,	2013

•	 EXPLORE	(grade	9)	and	PLAN	(grade	10)	makeup	testing:	April	2,	2013
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Who will test?

•	 All	Louisiana	juniors,	except	for	students	eligible	for	LAA	1,	will	take	the	ACT	on	March	19,	2013.

○	 Because	Louisiana’s	accountability	system	counts	students’	highest	scores	through	their	senior	year,	for	one	year	
only,	Louisiana	is	testing	non-tested	seniors	in	the	2012–2013	school	year.	

○	 Additionally,	previously-tested	seniors	may	test	on	the	same	date	at	the	district’s	expense.	Please	contact	Bernadette	
Morris	(Bernadette.Morris@la.gov)	for	more	information.

Who will not test?

•	 Students	eligible	for	the	LAA	1	are	not	required	to	test.	

How is ACT factored into a school’s SPS?

•	 ACT	outcomes	count	for	25%	of	high	school	performance	scores	(SPS).	

•	 Schools	earn	100	points	(or	an	“A”)	for	every	child	with	a	composite	score	of	18	and	incrementally	more	points	for	
scores	above	that.	

•	 The	state	uses	the	student’s	best	composite	score	in	any	administration	of	the	ACT	through	spring	of	the	senior	year.

•	 Additionally,	schools	can	earn	up	to	10	bonus	SPS	points	by	showing	progress	with	their	low-performing	students	
throughout	the	ACT	series	(EXPLORE	to	PLAN	to	ACT).	Click	here	for	more	information.

How many other states administer the ACT statewide?

•	 12	states	have	statewide	ACT	testing	of	all	districts	and	at	least	22	states	administer	at	least	one	of	the	tests	within	
the	ACT	series	(i.e.,	EXPLORE,	PLAN,	or	ACT).

Myth vs. Fact:

Myth: All students must take the ACT.

Fact:	Students	eligible	for	LAA	1	are	not	required	to	participate.	Also,	districts	may	apply	for	appropriate	accommodations	
for	students	with	special	needs.

Myth: Only schools, not students, are accountable for the ACT. 

Fact:	Schools	and	districts	may	opt	to	include	ACT	in	student’s	grades	or	other	incentive	systems.

Myth: A school’s performance score (SPS) is calculated using only a student’s ACT score on the statewide administration 
(i.e., March 19, 2013).

Fact:	When	calculating	SPS,	students’	highest	composite	scores	anytime	they	took	the	test	through	their	senior	year	shall	
be	used	in	order	to	ensure	ample	opportunities	for	all	students	to	succeed.

Myth: ACT does not allow students with disabilities to receive accommodations.

Fact:	ACT	allows	for	two	categories	of	accommodations.	

First,	ACT-Approved Accommodations	are	granted	on	a	case-by-case	basis	by	ACT	for	students	with	diagnosed	disabilities	
who	are	receiving	special	education	services	described	in	a	current	IEP	or	Section	504	IAP.	These	test	results	are	fully	
reportable	to	colleges,	scholarships,	and	other	entities	to	utilize	ACT-Approved Accommodations,	schools	and	students	
must	follow	the	process	outlined	here.	

mailto:Bernadette.Morris%40la.gov?subject=
http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/uploads/20549.pdf
http://act.org/aap/louisiana/act.html
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However,	even	in	the	rare	 instance	that	an	accommodation	is	not	approved	by	ACT,	students	may	utilize	the	second	
category	of	accommodations	–	State-Allowed Accommodations	–	to	access	the	exam.	LEP	students	are	not	eligible	for	
ACT-Approved Accommodations	but	may	test	with	State-Allowed Accommodations.	These	test	results	are	not	reportable	
to	colleges,	scholarships,	and	other	entities.	For	more	information	on	State-Allowed Accommodations,	please	click	here.

Myth: The ACT will require an entire instructional day.

Fact:	The	ACT	takes	three	hours	to	complete.	

Myth: The ACT is not aligned to Common Core.

Fact:	The	ACT	aligns	with	Common	Core-level	expectations,	particularly	in	terms	of	text	complexity.

Myth: Administering the ACT statewide will cause Louisiana’s ACT average to go down.

Fact:	Other	states	that	moved	to	statewide	administrations	saw	a	drop	in	their	statewide	score	only	in	the	first	year	or	
two.	Over	a	five-year	period,	the	states	saw	improvement	in	their	statewide	average.1		Illinois	increased	from	20.1	to	20.5	
and	Colorado	increased	from	20.1	to	20.4

Myth: The ACT is not useful to non-college bound students.

Fact:	A	minimum	of	an	18	on	the	ACT	indicates	the	minimum	level	of	preparation	to	which	we	aspire	for	all	students	and	
a	score	of	18	aligns	with	the	entry	requirements	of	some	Louisiana	technical	colleges.

Additionally,	access	to	the	ACT	can	expand	options	for	students.	Studies	demonstrate	that	statewide	testing	with	the	
ACT	provides	increased	post-high	school	opportunities	for	all	students,	but	particular	for	those	students	who	would	not	
otherwise	take	an	ACT	test.	When	Colorado	and	Illinois	moved	to	statewide	ACT	testing,	13	and	18	percent,	respectively,	
of	students	who	had	not	planned	to	attend	college	at	the	time	they	took	the	ACT	ended	up	enrolling	in	college.2	

Myth: Administering the ACT flies in the face of career education.

Fact:	Employers	of	all	kinds	expect	basic	reading	and	math	skills	of	future	employees.	Expecting	an	18	of	all	students	is	
in	line	with	that	basic	skills	expectation.

Myth: Nonpublic schools participating in the Scholarship Program do not have to administer the ACT.

Fact:	Schools	participating	 in	the	scholarship	program,	 like	all	high	schools	 in	Louisiana,	must	offer	the	ACT	series	to	
participating	high	school	students.

Myth: The ACT will now be included in teachers’ value-added scores.

Fact:	The	ACT	series	will	not	be	included	in	teachers’	value-added	scores.	However,	it	could	be	used	to	set	student	learn-
ing	targets	as	is	deemed	appropriate	by	a	teacher	and	his/her	supervisor.

Resources:
•	 Click	here	for	an	ACT	Implementation	Webinar	presented	on	September	10th	and	11th.	

•	 Click	here	for	the	PowerPoint	used	in	the	same	webinar.

	1	http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/coil_benefits.pdf
	2	http://www.act.org/research/policymakers/pdf/coil_benefits.pdf	

http://act.org/aap/louisiana/act.html
http://act.org/aap/video/la_implementation.html
http://media.act.org/documents/LA+Implementation+Webinar+Handout.pdf

