
1.  In 2012-13, which students are counted in the SPS? 

All initial testers from the spring LEAP, iLEAP, LAA-1 and LAA-2 tests will be included in the SPS of a K-8 school. All 
initial testers from all EOC administrations for Algebra I, English II, Geometry, Biology, and English III, as well as 
LAA-1 will be included in the high school SPS . 

2. How have the points for students’ assessment scores changed?

There is a new scale for assessment index points based on a maximum of 150 points instead of 200 points. Additionally, 
scores that are not considered proficient receive zero points. Starting with the Fall 2013 release, Approaching Basic for 
LEAP and iLEAP, and Fair for EOC tests will no longer earn points toward the SPS. 

3.  If Approaching Basic and Fair no longer earn points toward the SPS, does that mean that the high-stakes pro-
motion or graduation standards are changing?

No. The policy regarding promotion for high-stakes grades and graduation has not changed.

4. Will ASA be available for students in 2012-13?

No, ASA will no longer be administered. This test cannot be approved to meet the federal mandate that all high 
school students take at least one Reading/ELA and one mathematics test at the high school level.

5. Will students in a non-diploma track be required to test?

Yes. Students in non-diploma programs must take the ACT series tests.1  Additionally, all students in high school 
must take the Algebra I and English II EOC tests, regardless of class enrollment, by their third year of high school 
or be counted as non-participants for testing. Schools and districts must continue to meet the 95% participation 
rate to pass AYP and be eligible for reward status.

1 Only LAA 1 students are exempt from the ACT.
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6. Can schools still earn bonus points?

Schools can earn bonus points. However, the bonus points for repeating 4th and 8th grade students will no longer 
be awarded. Instead schools can earn bonus points by demonstrating academic growth for the non-proficient super 
subgroup. 

For K-8 schools, growth is based on a modified version of the state’s value-added model. 

For high schools, growth is determined using scores from the EXPLORE, PLAN, and ACT tests (a maximum of 10 points).

7. Will schools receive growth targets?

Schools will no longer receive individual growth targets. Instead, all schools with letter grade “A” are required to 
make 5 points to be considered reward schools. All schools with letter grade “B” through “F” are required to make 10 
points to earn reward school status. 

If a school fails to achieve these targets, there are no consequences. However, if a school achieves its target, then it is 
eligible for Reward School status.

8. How does a school qualify for Reward Status?

For the Fall 2012 release, Reward Schools will be determined using NCLB Growth Targets. If a school achieves their 
target, then they are a Reward School and receive all related benefits.

There are no specific consequences attached to these goals, rather only rewards.

One caveat: If a school fails AYP for any subgroup, then they are not eligible for Reward status.

NOTE: Starting with the Fall 2013 release (when the new accountability system is fully implemented), Reward 
schools will be determined as follows:

•	“A”	schools	must	improve	5	points	or	earn	a	150	overall.

•	“B”	–	“F”	schools	must	improve	10	points	overall.

•	This	improvement	can	be	accomplished	through	pure	SPS	improvement	(i.e.,	year	to	year),	through	the	earning	of	a	super	
subgroup	bonus	(i.e.,	they	see	dramatic	improvement	among	their	non-proficient	kids),	OR	through	a	combination	(e.g.,	
the	SPS	goes	up	3	points,	but	they	also	earn	7	bonus	points	for	improvement	among	their	non-proficient	kids)

9. What are the rewards?

• Public recognition

• Monetary rewards (i.e., Hold Harmless funds)

10. How much money is available for rewards in Fall 2012?

Approximately $3.7 million.

11. What happens if a school or district does not make subgroup AYP?

A school that fails subgroup AYP is not eligible to be a Reward School. However, school choice and SES are no longer 
required for schools or districts that fail AYP.

12. What are the Annual Measurable Objectives (AMO) for English and mathematics in 2012-13?

The AMOs are unchanged from previous policy. For 2012-13, 89.4% of students must be proficient in English/lan-
guage arts and 88.6% of students must be proficient in mathematics. The state will continue to use confidence inter-
vals and safe harbor as part of AYP determinations.
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13. What scores count for 11th grade students who take the ACT?

The ACT composite score will be used from all students enrolled in grade 11, regardless of program. To earn points 
toward the SPS, a student must make an 18 or higher.

14. Do students with disabilities have to participate in the ACT administration? 

LAA 1 students will not take the ACT. LAA 2 students must take the ACT and the score will be included in SPS calcula-
tions. In order to be able to use the ACT results for college reporting, accommodations must be approved by ACT.

15. How are the EXPLORE and PLAN tests used in accountability?

The scores from EXPLORE and PLAN tests are used to measure the growth of non-proficient students that determine 
if high schools are eligible for bonus points. All students enrolled in grades 8 and 9, except for LAA-1 students, will 
take EXPLORE and all students enrolled in grade 10 will take PLAN.

16. Why are LAA-1 students included in the four-year cohort graduation rate if they have an IEP that allows them to 
remain in high school for more than four years?

The federal guidance regarding the calculation of the four-year cohort graduation rate requires that all students be 
counted as eligible for graduation in four years. The guidance forbids cohort reassignment for any reason. However, 
the Louisiana accountability system has been approved to award points (75) to students who graduate in five years 
as part of the graduation index.

17. How are students assigned to my school as part of the graduation cohort?

Students are first assigned to the state cohort when they enter 9th grade. In the third cohort year, students are assigned to 
a district cohort. Students are not assigned to schools until the fourth year of their high school experience. Students who 
drop out are assigned to the last school of record. Students are considered part of a subgroup based on their last record.

18. Will schools that have no tested grades still be required to pair with other schools?

Yes. Schools that have no tested grades must still be included in all accountability decisions if they have Kindergarten. 
If a school is part of a feeder pattern in the district, then it must be paired with the school to which it feeds the most 
students. If there is no feeder pattern, then the district can select the pairing school.

Beginning in 2012-13, schools that have only ninth grade students and no students taking English II will be required 
to pair with another school. The waiver language requires that both ELA and math be part of the AYP decision.

19. How are new schools or reconfigured schools included in accountability?

In 2011-12, all schools were eligible for an SPS and subgroup AYP if they had at least one year of data unless they 
were new schools in newly-created districts. Beginning in Fall 2013, all schools with testing data from the 2012-2013 
academic year will be included in accountability and eligible for SPS, letter grades, and subgroup AYP determinations. 

Reconfigured schools will continue in accountability, and the department will calculate a reconfiguration score to 
more accurately measure growth when there is whole-grade change or reassignment. 

20. Can students be routed from alternative schools to regular schools?

In years past, the state School Performance Score system used routing and the Subgroup AYP federal system did not 
use routing per federal law. Now that both systems are merged as a single federal system, Louisiana cannot route the 
scores of students who meet the full academic year definition at a school regardless of school type, students served, 
or grades tested. 
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21.  Will schools and districts still receive report cards?

Yes. The state will issue a new version of the school performance report in October, as well as a principal and sub-
group report card that will be produced similarly to past publications .

22.  When do schools and districts have an opportunity to review the data used for SPS and Subgroup AYP?

The data certification process is as follows:

• In January, schools and districts must complete dropout corrections in SIS for the previous school year. There is no 
additional process.

• In April, schools and districts have an opportunity to correct some assessment data through the DRC online cleanup 
system.

• In April/May, schools and districts can review and request changes to cohort gradation data through a Pacific Metrics 
online system.

• In August, schools and district can review assessment data for a final review and request for changes. In 2012, this 
process will be completed through the Pacific Metrics online data certification system.

23. How can schools or districts request an appeal of their SPS scores?

Per policy, schools and districts have 15 days after the fall release of SPS to appeal using an Appeals Form that is 
distributed by the department at the time of release. The appeal cannot be based on any data that could have been 
corrected during the data certification process. In 2012-13 waiver requests to BESE might also have to be submitted 
for federal review.


